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No Alibis 


ITH a nation shocked by 

the news of the crash of a 

United Air Lines “Main- 
liner’ in the Utah mountains on 
the night of October 17 with the 
loss of nineteen lives, we can think 
of no more suitable editorial com- 
ment than to print here the letter 
which the line’s president, W. A. 
Patterson, sent to all employees. 
The letter speaks for itself. 








We have lost friends and as- 
sociates. Human losses are greater 
than those financial losses which 
follow such misfortunes. We can- 
not treat the incident lightly and 
therefore every available technical 
and practical man in our organiza- 
tion is investigating. We hope that 
as a result of such like experiences 
will come another lesson for our 
future guidance. In the meantime, 
we have no alibis, we will start no 
controversies and place no blame. 
Our investigation will be careful 
and deliberate with one objective 
in ‘nind—greater perfection in the 
future. 

All we can do is to keep trying 
an always extend our best effort. 
W. can expect to be the target of 
cri icism. However, that is not new 
an. has been overcome in the past 
by the good work we have been 
ab to accomplish to offset what 
m. » have been our previous errors. 
[ am conscious of your interest 
loyalty which is a great  satis- 
fa ion in looking ahead with our 
ch iS up. ; 

We will keep you informed of 
ov findings. We have invited 
oti cr air lines to send representa- 
tty s to participate in our investi- 
gai on so they may benefit from 
any lessons apparent. They have 
acc pted our invitation.” 

viation in the United States 
(Turn to page 12) 


w 


cA 


= 


a 


Permanent 
Airport Construction 





$300,000 PRIVATE 
ORDER TO BOEING 


Millionaire Buying 20-ton 4-engined 
Flying Yacht with Range of 
3,300 miles 

Seattle, Oct. 15—A $300,000 flying 
yacht is being built by Boeing Air- 
craft Co. for Capt. George Whittell, 
San Francisco millionaire, it was an- 
nounced here today. 

The plane will be an all-metal mono- 
plane with a wing-span of 107 feet, 
74 feet long and will weigh 41,000 
pounds. It will be powered by four 
1,100-horsepower engines. Cruising 
radius will be 3,300 miles and top 
speed 250 miles an hour. 

It will be possible to carry 13 per- 
sons with ease and there will be 
sleeping accommodations for seven. 

Plans include a dining room and 
lounge, bed rooms for four guests, a 
master suite and hot and cold run- 
ning water in each bed room. There 
will also be a shower bath and a 
refrigerator aboard. 

The plane, now in its engineering 
stage, will be completed late next 
year. It will be a revamping of the 
army's “flying fortress”. 

This is believed to be the most ex- 
pensive private airplane ever ordered 

(Turn to page 2) 


Boeing Executive 














C. N. MONTEITH 


Executive vice-president of the Boeing 


Airplane Company, Seattle, which is 
building the Army's largest bombers 
and the world’s largest trans-oceanic 
clippers 





AMERICAN AVIATION Publishes 


Guideto New AirCommerce Regulations 


The redrafted and revised Civil 
Air Commerce Regulations were 
completed early in October, were 
signed by Secretary of Commerce 
Roper, and were made effective 
November 1. 

While many of the regulations 
were merely re-worded and codified 
according to the new system estab- 
lished by the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce, many important changes 
have been made affecting certifica- 
tion of pilots and in air traffic 
rules. Some of this information has 
been published in previous issues 
of AMERICAN AVIATION, but many 
changes were made in the final revi- 
sions. 

Complete copies of the regula- 
tions will not be available from the 
Department of Commerce for some 


time because of the huge printing 
task To date, complete copies of 
regulations have been published 
only in the Federal Register, a 
government publication containing 
the officials acts of all government 
departments 

To supply pilots and the industry 
at large with authentic interpreta- 
tions of the new regulations, AMERI- 
CAN AVIATION has published a 
booklet presenting in clarified and 
concise form the essential informa- 
tion concerning certification and 
traffic rules. This booklet was off 
the press Nov. 1, and is the only 
complete data available on the reg- 
ulations. 

In addition to the booklet, giving 
questions and answers in simple 


(Turn to page 3) 
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WPA Officials Leading 
Movement to Parallel 
Highway Agency with 
Federal Airport Aid 


T has been learned unofficially but 

authentically that a strong coterie of 
Federal officials is laying the ground- 
work for a permanent Federal agency 
organized along the lines of the Bureau 
of Public Roads to take over airport 
construction on a Federal aid basis. 

This group plans to present the 
whole picture of airport needs to -the 
President at an early date 

The tour of airports in the Army 
transport plane sponsored by Corring- 
ton Gill, assistant WPA administrator, 
which began Oct. 16 and continues for 
three weeks, is believed on excellent 
authority to be the first step in the 
plan. 


Salient points at issue are 

1. Permanent Federal aid for airport 
foregone conclusion 
to almost everyone concerned with the 
nation’s ground facilities and this aid 
is needed now. 


construction 1s a 


2. The airport crisis has been eased 
to considerable extent by Federal aid 
through relief and public works agen- 
cies since 1943, through FERA, CWA, 
PWA, and the WPA, the latter agency 
having spent $80,000,000 so far. 

3. Relief agencies are due for 
enormous trimming, leaving the air- 
port construction program without any 
particular future 

4. The Bureau of Air Commerce is 
not authorized to build airports and has 
no funds for such work. Because of 
the opposition of Col. J. M. Johnson, 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce, to a 
permanent Federal aid program for 
airports, the Bureau has done nothing 
more than provide supervision of air- 
port construction and even this has 
been accomplished through emergency 
funds and not through Bureau appro- 
priations. 

5. Municipalities and states are in- 
creasingly reluctant to assume the entire 
burden of airport construction in view 
of the increase of interstate traffic. 
They feel that some form of equalized 
share of costs should be borne by the 
Federal government since airports are, 
to a large extent, an integral part of 
the airways system 

6. Such a permanent Federal agency 
might also take in construction of air- 
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way aids, since these are on an inter- 
state basis effecting all air transporta- 
tion, and because of the increased 
feeling that these aids should be in- 
stalled on a non-political and non- 
patronage basis for safety purposes 
alone. 

The Bureau of Public Roads was 
born out of the same needs that are 
evident today in airports. When auto- 
mobiles became numerous, _ travelers 
found one state building good high- 
ways while a neighboring state was 
doing no construction. Automobile 
transportation grew almost overnight 
into an interstate matter and one back- 


ward state or county hindered the 
movement of highway transportation 
over a wide area. The Bureau of 


Public Roads stepped in with a uni- 
form Federal aid program which has 
done much to equalize highways 
throughout the nation as well as easing 
the burden of costs. 

Despite Col. Johnson's belief that 
airport construction “is purely a local 
problem” and that “if one city doesn’t 
want to build an airport, another city 
will grab up the air traffic,” those 
who are concerned with airports know 
that air transportation cannot develop 
unless there are adequate airports in 
every section of the country; that 
the expansion of air routes and miscel- 
laneous flying operations, to say noth- 
ing of private flying, is dependent upon 
large numbers of airports spaced at 
frequent intervals over the country. 

The national defense angle is prom- 
inent in the picture also. It is believed 
that both the Army and Navy would 
Support to the limit any Federal pro- 
gram that would provide airports ade- 
quate for the landing and taking off 
of the fastest and largest of their mili- 
tary planes. Anyone who knows any- 
thing about aviation knows that air 
transportation is only as strong as its 
ground facilities and that airplanes are 
useless unless there are places to land 
them. The problem is national, in the 
opinion of those who want a perma- 
nent Federal agency, and not in any way 
local except as to maintenance. Nat- 
urally local communities are expected 
to contribute, in the same way that 
each community contributes, directly or 
indirectly, to the construction of high- 
ways. 

In the feeling of many, the prime 
need right now is improvement of ex- 
isting airports to accommodate larger 
aircraft. In view of the new Douglas 
DC-4 and the new Boeing landplane 
now under construction, this need is 
critical, plus the fact that relatively 
few airports in the nation are even 
adequate for safe operations of four- 
teen and twenty-one passenger planes. 
Added to this is an urgent need for 
landing fields in isolated sections of 
the country for private and itinerant 
flyers. 

Prime mover in the movement for a 
permanent agency is Mr. Gill, who as 
assistant administrator of WPA has 
had much to do with expenditures for 
public works. It is known that Ad- 
ministrator Harry Hopkins considers 
the airport phase of the WPA program 
to be its outstanding accomplishment, 
and while the program has been handi- 
capped by all the red tape and inefhi- 
ciency expected in a relief program 
designed to create work for the un- 
employed, the net result has been a 
definite gain for aviation. Dollar-value 
received may be low, and some work 
done has been unsatisfactory, but both 
these conditions were caused by the 
local human element. Where the work 
had efficient supervision, the results 
have been good. Few have been prone 


to criticize the airport program under 
WPA, the feeling being that any gain 
is a net gain and that the quality has 








improved greatly since the original 
CWA effort. 

With Mr. Gill in the movement is 
Col. W. Sumpter Smith, principal areo- 
nautical engineer for WPA, who has 
directed that agency's airport program. 
Also believed to be definitely in the 
picture is Major A. B. McMullen, who 
became chief of the airport section of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce in April 
and who became widely known through 
his airport program in Florida.  Al- 
though the airport men in the Bureau 
of Air Commerce would not be per- 
mitted to “step out of line” and aid 
the movement, there is little question 
that they are sympathetic to the idea, 
knowing that under the present system 
their hands are tied in promoting air- 
port construction. Fred Grieme, Earl 
Popp, Hervey F. Law, W. H. Hooker, 
E. M. Haight, A. H. Wait, Sam Kemp 
and others now in the airport program 
would provide an excellent nucleus for 
a permanent agency since all are well 
experienced. 

Mr. Gill's plans are a natural evo- 
lution of a trend evidenced for some 
time. With Bureau leadership lacking, 
and with WPA slated to be trimmed 
to the core, it remains for some agency 
to continue the work. With the 
American Municipal Association  be- 
coming more active on airports, the 
Dingell Bill now pending in Congress, 
which would authorize Federal airport 
construction aid, will have staunch 
support. The Dingell Bill would be 
the first step toward a permanent Fed- 
eral policy. 

To dramatize the need for airport 
construction, and to survey the nation’s 
facilities, Mr. Gill organized the tour 
now in progress. On the tour are 
Major Lester D. Gardner, secretary of 
the Institute of the Aeronautical Sci- 
ences, whose opinions carry substantial 
weight, and Gill Robb Wilson, state 
director of aviation for New Jersey 
and N.A.S.A.O. president, who is 
known to favor a _ Federal airport 
agency. 

On the tour's return, Mr. Gill plans 
to draw up a survey report for the 
President's perusal, which will prob- 
ably be in the nature of a national air- 
port plan. 

The Bureau of Public Roads, which 
may serve as a model for a bureau for 
airports, was established in 1893 for 
the primary purpose of investigating 
roadmaking methods. It was not until 
1913 that any sizeable sum, $500,000 
was appropriated for improvement of 
post roads, and not until 1916 that the 
Bureau really engaged in a Federal aid 
program for highways. For some years 
the Bureau was limited in its expendi- 
tures per mile and its proportion of 
cost, but today it has considerable lee- 
way in providing leadership for a 
unified system of highways. Generally 
speaking, it supplies fifty per cent of 
the cost of Federal-aid highways, but 
this ratio varies. 





BOEING ORDER 


(Continued from page 1) 











and will enable Capt. Whittell to fly 
almost anywhere in the world. It 
presages the day when millionaires 
will use the airplane instead of the 
yacht for private round-the-world 
cruises. 


New Alaskan Service 

Anchorage, Alaska, Oct. 1—John 
Amundsen and C. E. Ogle have estab- 
lished the Amundsen and Ogle Flying 
Service here, having flown from Se- 
attle in fourteen hours in their new 
Waco cabin plane. Amundsen holds a 
pilot's license. They expect to pur- 
chase two more planes. 
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N. Y. News Blasts D. of C. Politics, 


Asserts Fagg Over-Ruled by Roper 


Indications that the Bureau of Air 
Commerce is again going to be in the 
newspaper limelight, with possibilities 
of further Congressional investigations, 
appeared on Oct. 25 when the powerful 
New York Daily News, with the larg- 
est daily circulation in America, pub- 
lished an article describing what it 
called ‘‘a bitter feud of long standing” 
in the Department of Commerce. 

Washington aviation observers pre- 
dicted immediately that the charges of 
politics which rocked the Bureau last 
winter, will again feature newspaper 
headlines. This time there app ars to 
be enough dynamite to open up again 
a series of controversies which is not 
likely to aid the air transport business 
but which may settle once and for all 
the causes of the trouble in the Bureau. 

“Well, it was bound to come sooner 
or later. I'm surprised it hasn't broken 
before this,” was the way one govern- 
ment official expressed it when told of 
the Daily News story. 

The News story ridicules the appoint- 
ment of Foster C. Miller, assistant to 
Col. J. Monroe Johnson, as chairman 
of the accident board investigating the 
crash of the United Air Lines transport 
in Utah. It reads as follows 

“Salt Lake City, Oct. 24—A bitter 
feud of long standing in the Department 
of Commerce over aviation policies has 
flared into the open with the politi- 
cally dictated appointment of Miller C. 
Foster to conduct the United Air Lines 
crash inquiry here. 

“The result, in the opinion of thos: 
on the inside, is likely to be a Congres- 
sional investigation to give the situation 
a thorough public airing. 

“It was Secretary Daniel C. Roper 
and not Fred D. Fagg, Director of the 
Bureau of Air Commerce, who put 


Foster in charge of probing the w 
disaster in the history of commer: 
flying. Theoretically, Fagg is ve 
with authority to deal with all ph 
of aviatoin. Actually Roper 
usurped that authority, consiste 
ignoring Fagg’s recommendations 
counseling only with his No. 1 as 
ant, Col. J. Monroe Johnson. 

“Roper, Johnson and Foster com; 
the inner high trinity of the departn 
All hail from South Carolina. N 
has evcn flown a ship. 

“Like 71-year-old Uncle Dan R: 
who's been off the ground only 
and then only for an hour and a | 
Foster is allergic to the air. He |} 
balled out here by railroad Pull; 
his elapsed time from Chicago b 
23 hours and 20 minutes. 

“The hearing was delayed two 
pending his arrival. 

“Fagg has turned in his resign 
as Air Bureau Director. He 
originally persuaded to accept the 
by a group of aviation leaders hon 
concerned in solving the young 
dustry’s many problems and prom 
its development along broad, safe | 

“Besides being a seasoned pilot, I 
is one of the country’s outstan 
authorities on aeronautics.” 

Foster, who works directly u 
Johnson and has little contact with 
Bureau of Air Commerce person 
was picked by Johnson to head the 
dent board for the Pan American cli; 
crash in the Canal Zone 

The News story was written by 
of its top staff men, Fred Pasley 
mediately after it appeared, wire s 
ices and newspapers ordered 
Washington correspondents to “dig 
to” the Bureau's troubles. 
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Syndicated Newspaper Column Tells 


How Johnson Saved Money for Line 


A special concession given to the 
Dollar Steamship Lines by Col. J. 
Monroe Johnson, Assistant Secretary 


of Commerce, was the subject of con- 
siderable comment in the Washington 
Daily Merry-Go-Round, widely syn- 
dicated newspaper column written by 
Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen on 
October 21. The article is reprinted 
here because the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce is directly supervised by Col. 
Johnson. . 
“Congressmen who legislated against 
another Morro Castle tragedy last year 
by requiring passenger ships to install 


automatic sprinkler systems, did not 
reckon with Uncle Dan Roper 
“His Commerce Department has 


quietly given one of the largest ship 
companies in the country wholesale ex- 
emption from the full operation of this 
supposedly mandatory act. The firm is 
the Dollar Line. Its entire fleet of 19 
“President” vessels is given special 
privileges. 

“Instead of enforcing the sprinkler 
rule specified by Congress, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce is permitting the 
substitution of “fire stops in certain 
overhead spaces.” A “fire stop” is a 
firepoof cleat in walls, floors, and 
ccilings. Its purpose is to prevent a 
sweep of flames. Substitution of “‘fire 
stops” for sprinklers will save the Dol- 
lar Line close to $200,000. 

“Furthermore, the Commerce Depart- 
ment gave the Dollar Line an extension 
of time to install the cheaper substitute 


guards—even though the law bec 
effective October 1 

“Directly responsible for these ex 
ordinary concessions is Assistant 5 
retary J. M. (“Rowboat”) Johnson 

“The nickname was given Johr 
after he admitted to a congress! 
committee that his knowledge of n 
time affairs was limited to rowb 
Prior to being appointed by R 
Johnson had been a State highway 
missioner. 

“The loophole used by Johnsor 
give the Dollar Line its wholesale 
emption is a provision in the law al 
ing exceptions to be made ‘in the 
of a particular vessel.’ How Joh 
reconciled this specific language 
his action is not known. 

“In granting his sweeping 0 
Johnson brushed aside a vigorous 
test by Commander R. S. Field, 
head of the Bureau of Marine In 
tion. 

“The retired naval officer, a pers 
friend of the President, urged that 
Dollar ships be tied up until the 
complied with the law. Johnson 
only overruled him, but ordered hi 
answer no questions about the m 

“When questioned about it 
fidgeted, finally said he could not 1 
a statement which might embarras 
Dollar Line until he had secured 
approval of the heads of the Ds 
ment.” 


(See announcement on back cove 
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19 DIE IN WORST 
AIRLINE DISASTER 





UAL Mainliners’ Barograph Shows 
Pilot Maintained 10,000-Foot Alti- 
tude; Investigation Board 
Named 

Nineteen persons were killed October 
17 when the United Air Lines’ 21- 
passenger Mainliner crashed into the 
Unita Mountains in Utah, approximately 
15 miles south of its regular course. 
The plane was westbound from New 
York and left Cheyenne at 6:25 p.m., 
Mountain Standard Time. 

The crash was the largest in Amer- 
ican aviation history. The worst pre- 
vious accident was that at Goodwin, 
Ark., Jan. 14, 1936 when 17 persons 
were killed. 

Pilot Earl D. Woodgerd, veteran 
United “million-miler,” gave his last 
report at 8:16 p.m. when over Rock 
Springs, Wyo. on schedule. He re- 
ported “intermittent instruments. On 
Rock Springs range.” 

Others aboard besides Pilot Wood- 
gerd were: Co-Pilot John Adams, 27, 
of Denver; Leah Derr, 23, stewardess, 
of Salt Lake City; Louis Cleaver, United 
co-pilot, not on duty; Charles D. 
Renouf, Washington, D. C., former 
United district traffic manager; George 
Ferreira, Cheyenne, company mechanic; 
Mrs. Phyllis Ferreira, his wife; John 
Conboy, Cleveland, company employe; 
William Pitt, news editor for Pathe 
News, Inc.; James Pergola, cameraman 
for Pathe News; Dr. Louis Gross, New 
York, heart specialist; Charles S. Jami- 
son, Denver, head of the Jamison Pro- 
duce Company; Ralph McKeown, Glen- 
dale, Calif., company employe; Mrs. 
Campbell Pritchett, Washington, D. C.; 
William Pischel, Salt Lake City, at- 
torney; D. A. McMillan, Murray, Utah, 
bank president; Mrs. J. A. Hammer, 
Cleveland; W. J. Hart, Sharon, Pa.; 
and C. L. Jensen, San Francisco. 

Major R. W. Schroeder, vice-president 
of United Air Lines and former assist- 
ant director of the Bureau of Air Com- 
merce, on Oct. 21 stated that he believed 
the accident was caused by a north- 
west shift of a gale which caused the 
pilot to drift from his course and also 
rendered his radio inoperative. Major 
Schroeder said the recording barograph 
taken from the plane showed that Pilot 
Woodgerd climbed to 10,000 feet after 
the takeoff and maintained that alti- 
tude, which is approximately 2,000 
feet above the highest mountains on 
the course regularly flown. The plane 
collided with the terrain to the south, 
which is higher than that directly ad- 
jacent to the course. 

Secretary of Commerce Roper has ap- 
pointed the following board to investi- 
gate the accident: Judge Miller C. 
Foster assistant to Assistant Secretary 
f Commerce J. M. Johnson; Bryan M, 
Jacobs, chief of the certificate and in- 
spection division of the Bureau of Air 
Commerce, and E. L. Yuravich, chief 
of the airline inspection division of the 
Bureau. Jesse W. Lankford, chief of 
the accident analysis section of the 
Bureau, is to be associated with the 
board as a technical member. 


1-Day Service Forecast 

Munich, Germany, Oct. 12—One- 
day plane service between the United 
States and Europe was forecast today 
by J. C. Hunsaker, American expert 
of lighter-than-air craft, speaking here 
before the Lilienthal Society for Avia- 
tion Research. Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh was among those who attended 
the meeting. Hunsaker said the choice 
of airplanes or flying boats will de- 
pend on terminal facilities. 
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and readable form, AMERICAN 
AVIATION has also published a wall 
chart, twenty-nine by thirty-eight 
inches, in four colors, showing the 
green, amber and red airways and 
much additional information. 

This service is made possible 
through the cooperation of officials 
of the Bureau of Air Commerce who 
supplied the correct answers to a 
series of questions giving all in- 
formation a pilot needs to know 
about his ratings and about traffic 
rules. Bureau officials checked the 
copy before it went to press and it 
conforms in every way with the 
actual regulations. Bureau officials 
also checked the airway information 
for the wall maps. 

AMERICAN AVIATION’s Handbook 
of Civil Air Regulations is pocket 
size, with a map of convenient size 
folded into the back cover. This 
map, similar to the large wall map, 
is also in four colors. 

The handbook contains the follow- 
ing information: 

1. Questions and answers con- 
cerning ratings, hours, examina- 
tions, etc., for all classes of pilots. 

2. Questions and answers con- 
cerning the new air traffic rules, in- 
strument flying, altitudes for flying 
the airways, regulations for flying 
in various types of weather, etc. 

Two 2-color diagrams show- 
ing the procedure for crossing or 
turning on green, amber and red 
airways. 

4. Locations of green, amber and 
red airways. 

5. A new and revised list of 
Bureau of Air Commerce naviga- 
tion radio aids, together with call 
letters, frequencies, identification 
signals and times of weather broad- 
casts, of each. 

Aside from the regulations them- 
selves, which are phrased in legal 
terminology, this handbook is the 
only information available on the 
new regulations. It is designed as 
a service to meet the needs of pilots. 


The wall map, particularly suit- 
able for airline offices, airports, fly- 
ing schools, charter services, etc., 
is the first map of its kind ever pro- 
duced and combined on one map 
much data heretofore available only 
on a series of maps, if at all. 


The map shows in colors the 
location of green, amber and red 
U. S. civil airways as designated 


by the Bureau of Air Commerce; 
instrument flight altitudes of these 
airways; air trafic diagrams illus- 
trating the proper procedure when 
crossing or turning on these airways; 
a new and revised list of Bureau 
of Air Commerce air navigation 
radio aids, together with call letters, 
frequencies, identification signals, 
and times of weather broadcasts; 
and radio range courses, projected 
over or adjacent to controlled air- 
ports. 

The booklet and map were pre- 
pared by W. G. Stewart, former as- 
sistant director of aviation for 
Florida and now associated with 
AMERICAN AVIATION. Officials of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce who 
cooperated in furnishing material 
were Fred D. Fagg, Ir., Director; 
Howard Rough, Assistant Director; 
Elwood B. Cole, technical assistant 
to the director; Earl D. Ward, 
chief, airways operation division. 
Bryon M. Jacobs, chief, certificate 
and inspection division, and Howard 
Knotts, consultant on the regula- 
tions. 

The diagrams showing airway in- 
tersection procedure were originated 
by Mr. .Stewart and are the first 
such diagrams to show pilots how 
to cross airwavs or to turn from one 
airway onto another. 

AMERICAN AVIATION is publish- 
ing the booklets and maps at the 
lowest possible cost for the benefit 
of pilots and the industry. Prices 
are listed on the back page of this 
issue. Since limited editions only 
are being printed, it is urged that 
orders be sent as quickly as possible. 





Miami To Be Air Center, Dec. 2-5; 
Races, NASAO To Draw Large Crowd 


With a half-dozen aviation organiza- 
tions holding meetings either before 
or during the Tenth Annual All-Amer- 
ican Air Maneuvers, Miami is expected 
to draw one of the largest gatherings 
of aeronautical personnel in its history. 

The air maneuvers themselves will 
take place Dec. 2-5 at Miami's enlarged 
municipal airport. The city has appro- 
priated $5,000 for expenses, and the 
field is equipped with a 10,000 seating 
capacity grand stand. One of the major 
open events will be the $5,000 New 
York to Miami air derby on the open- 
ing day. All branches of the military 
services, including Army, Navy, Marine 
and National Guard, are expected to 
send ranking squadrons for competi- 
tion in the maneuvers. 

Principal airline companies and air- 
craft manufacturers will join in an 
exhibition of their latest equipment. 

Headgarters for the many meetings 
to be held will be the Miami Biltmore 
Hotel, Coral Gables. The National 
Association of State Aviation Officials 
will hold its annual convention there, 
drawing state officials from all parts 
of the country. The Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce, the Florida 
Aviation Congress, the Sportsman Pilots 
Association, the Alligator Club, and 


the 99 Club will also hold meetings at 
the Miami Biltmore. 

In announcing the N.A.S.A.O. meet- 
ings, Gill Robb Wilson, state director 
of aviation for New Jersey and presi- 
dent of the national group, said the 
association “is dedicated to the prin- 
ciples of uniformity in regulation, pro- 
motion, education, protection from 
inequitable taxation, and free channels 
of progress. Its membership is com- 
posed of men who are out on the 
firing line every day in the year, and 
so bring a great range of experience 
to their mutual problems.” 

The N.A.S.A.O. meetings will last 
three days, starting on Dec. 1. For 
three days preceding this, many aviation 
leaders will attend the dedication of 
the Peter O. Knight Airport on Davis 
Island, Tampa, which is being featured 
with a series of regional N.A.A. meet- 
ings. 

Foreign governments are expected to 
be well represented at the maneuvers, 
accoring to Ted Ramsay, of the Miami 
News Service. Germany will be repre- 
sented by several crack acrobatic teams, 
Canada by its Royal Air Corps, Mexico 
by its Army Air Corps, Roumania by 
Capt. Alex Papana, and Cuba by its 
air force. 





Whoever Thought This 
Up Ought to be Shot 


Denver, Oct. 6—R. D. Clark, presi- 
dent of the National Restaurant Asso- 
ciation, which met in Chicago today, 
ate the first cooked breakfast ever to 
be flown cross-country. 


Denver restaurant 
director of the 


A. A. McVittie, 
owner and national 
association, cooked the breakfast in 
his kitchen here, put it on a United 
Air Lines’ plane at 8:05 last night, 
and it arrived in Chicago at 3:26 a.m. 
; thermo- 


The food was shipped in 
tainers and was piping hot when 
served, 


The breakfast consisted of Colorado 
mountain trout, eggs, potatoes, sau- 
sage, peaches and canteloupe. 


STINSON LOSES SUIT 


Court Awards Woman $27,500; Faulty 
Plane Construction Charged 
Detroit, Oct. 22—Mrs. Christine May- 
nard, of New Orleans, was awarded a 
$27,500 judgment against the Stinson 
Aircraft Corporation in circuit court 
here today after a jury had deliberated 
for fourteen hours over her claims that 
she was injured because an airplane 
her husband had purchased from Stin- 

son was defective. 

Mrs. Maynard had sued for $100,000, 
alleging that the plane was not con 
structed properly and that the exhaust 
did not carry fumes far enough away 
from the carburetor to prevent a fire. 
She testified to “permanent and ugly 
scars” from head and arm burns when 
the plane caught fire as her husband, 
John E. Maynard, was landing it at 
Springfield, Ill., municipal airport July 
20, 1934, the day after it had been 
bought from the Stinson Corp. 
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Chicago and 
Southern 
Air Lines, Inc. 


In searching about for 
superlatives with which to 
describe our service, it soon 
appeared that most of them 
were already being ridden to 
death by enthusiastic adver- 
tising copywriters. 


Our story is fairly simple, 
anyhow: 


Three Flights 
Each Way 
Each Day 


Chicago and New 


Orleans 


Between 


” 


We believe air transportation 
has a tremendous future in 
which we expect to play an im- 
portant part. 


+ 
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American Aviation for November l, 


AIRTRAVEL Accident Insurance 
for Passengers—$1.80 per $1,000 


U. S. Aviation Underwriters Announce New Policies 
Available to Individual Travelers; No 


, 


/ Biggest step forward in aviation in- 

4 surance has been announced by United 
States Aviation Underwriters, 80 John 
Street, New York, with the introduc- 
tion of a new type of aviation acci- 
dent policy which for the first time 
offers individual air travelers the 
same kind of coverage and indemni- 
ties provided in other forms of travel 
insurance. 

The new protection is known as 
“Airtravel” insurance, and _ supple- 
ments the “Airsurance’ group plan 
originated by the company several 
years ago for companies whose em- 
ployees fly the airlines. 

The cost to the individual is sur- 
prisingly low—$1.80 a year per 
$1,000, and up to $25,000 obtainable. 
It is particularly low considering the 
fact that aviation insurance of any 
kind was exceptionally high only a 
few years ago, if it could be obtained 
at all, and when it is realized that in- 
surance companies frowned gh any 
type of aerial transportation,/ 

Six nationally known 7 ineusenee 
companies are back of the new policy: 
Aetna Casualty & Surety Company, 
the Century Indemnity Company, the 
Hartford Accident & Indemnity Com- 
pany, the Maryland Casualty Company, 
the New Amsterdam Casualty Com- 
pany, and United States Fidelity & 
Guaranty Company. The policy is 
available only through U. S. Aviation 
Underwriters, aviation managers for 
these companies. 

“Hundreds of thousands of individ- 
uals travel the high fast lanes of air 
transport each year’, the announce- 
ment said, “with the knowledge that 
they are using one of the safest as 
well as the swiftest of transportation 
methods. 

“However, most of these travelers 
prefer to enjoy along with the other 
pleasures of air travel the assurance 
and protection of adequate accident 
insurance—as much, in most cases, as 
they can afford. 

“To meet this desire on the part of 
thousands of air travelers, a new AIR- 
TRAVEL Insurance Policy has been 
developed and is now offered—with 
most liberal provisions. It brings 
within reach of all a large amount of 
insurance at exceptionally low cost. 

“So sound is this policy, and backed 
by such long-established issuing com- 
panies, that it has been accepted by 
the insurance departments of all states 
with the exception of Iowa and Massa- 
chusetts. 

“There is no limitation, under this 
new policy, to the hours you may fly. 
Travel the sky routes as often as you 
like. Go as far as you wish. The 
only requirement, made necessary, by 
the very low premium, is that you 
travel on regular schedules of any 
domestic air line holding an Air Line 
Certificate granted by the U. S. Bureau 
of Air Commerce. 

“This includes, of course, all the 
larger recognized air transport sys- 
tems in the United States, the Inter- 
Island Airways, Ltd., of Hawaii and 
the Pan American Airways System. 
For a small additional charge, AIR- 
TRAVEL Insurance can be also ap- 
plied to transport on any scheduled 
commercial airline trips in all parts 
of the world except Russia, and even 
there on certain routes. 


Restrictions on Hours of Flying 


“In developing this new AIR- 
TRAVEL Insurance, United States 
Aviation Underwriters wanted to bring 
the greatest possible protection with- 
in reach of the greatest possible num- 
ber of air travelers—and at the lowest 
possible cost. 

“This was accomplished by con- 
fining the insurance to the kind of air 
travel the vast majority use anyway— 
over licensed air transport systems. 
The efficiency and amazing safety 
record of these systems accounts for 
the low rate charged for this new 
insurance.” 

The new policy is beneficial for 
those who are not eligible under the 
group insurance plan launched sev- 
eral years ago. Under the Airsurance 
plan, the premium is $1.10 for each 
$1,000 coverage, and hundreds of 
leading companies have adopted it for 
their employees who fly the airlines. 

Both forms of insurance call for 
payment of the full amount of the 
policy in the event of an aviation acci- 
dent involving the holder’s death, the 
loss of both hands or both feet, both 
eyes, one hand and one foot, one hand 
and one eye or one foot and one eye. 
Half the principal sum will be paid 
for the loss of one hand, one foot or 
one eye. 

The Hearst newspapers carried edi- 
torials praising the new accident in- 
surance as “another milestone in the 
development of commercial -and pas- 
senger aviation”. 

Describing the policy, the editor- 
ials added: “It means that transport 
flying is acknowledged, both actuarily 
and officially, to be no more hazardous 
than travel by rail or steamship”. 


TRANS-CANADA HIRES 


Art Rankin and Casey Vanderlinden 
Join Canadian Line 

Edmonton, Alberta, Oct. 18—Arthur 
Rankin, pilot for Canadian Airways, 
Ltd., will leave the company next month 
to join Trans-Canada Air Lines as pilot. 
Rankin was trained at Edmonton Mu- 
nicipal Airport under instruction of W. 
R. May, now Canandian Airways super- 
intendent here. In 1933 and again inj 
1934 Rankin won the Edmonton 
Journal trophy for supremacy in com- 
mercial pilots competition. 

C. “Casey” Vanderlinden, chief me- 
chanic on the Canadian Airways ground 
crew, also has been selected for Trans- 
Canada service and will join the nucleus 
staff along with Pilot Rankin. 





Lansing Airport Ceases 


Springfield, Ill., Oct. 15—The Illinois 
Aeronautics Commission has announced 
that the Ford Lansing Airport, one mile 
south of Lansing, Ill., will be discon- 
tinued and plowed up into farm lots. 
The amber course lights of Site 1, B, 
Chicago-New York Airway, located in 
the northwest corner of the airport, 
have been changed to red. 


Hoffman Elected 


Tuscaloosa, Ala., Oct. 15—The Uni- 
versity of Alabama Glider Club has 
elected Charles Hoffman as president. 
Wesley Cook was elected vice president, 
Austin Wood, secretary, and Robert 
Moore, flight officer. The club operates 
on the Tuscaloosa municipal airport. 


1937 


Aviation Calendar 


Nov. 5—Dedication of McKellar Air- 
port, Johnson City, Tenn. 
Nov. 20—Executive Meeting, North- 
west Aviation Planning Council, 
Seattle. 
20—Oklahoma State Aviation 
Convention, Oklahoma City. 
Nov. 28-30—Dedication of Peter O. 
Knight Airport, Tampa, Fla. 
1-3—Annual Meeting, National 
Ass'n. of State Aviation Offi- 
cials, Miami Biltmore, Miami. 
Dec. 2-5—10th Annual All-American 
Air Maneuvers, Miami, Fla. 
Dec. 17—Opening of New Club, Aero 
Club of Oregon, Portland. 
28-Feb. 6—National Aircraft 
Show, Chicago. 


Salt Lake Dedicates 
$1,200,000 Airport 


Salt Lake City, Oct. 11—Salt Lake 
City’s dedication ceremonies for the 
new $1,200,000 municipal airport 
were held Saturday and Sunday and 
were attended by 20,000 spectators. 

Mayor E. B. Erwin made the offi- 
cial dedication speech Sunday after- 
noon, lauding the cooperation of the 
WPA, which made the project pos- 
sible, and praising civic and state 
officials for doing their parts. Mayor 
Erwin stressed the need for a broad 
policy of administration in the fu- 
ture so that the airport will always 
be able to meet the requirements of 
the growing air transportation indus- 
try. 

Frank W. Fuller, winner of the 
1937 Bendix Trophy Race at Cleve- 
land, landed at the airport shortly 
after the ceremonies, completing a 
record flight from San Francisco to 
Salt Lake City. Fuller's time was 2 
hours 17 minutes and 21 seconds, 
breaking the former record of 2 hours 
and 40 minutes. He blamed a cross- 
wind for preventing a 2-hour trip. 
Fuller used the stripped Seversky 
combat plane in which he won the 
Bendix. 

Captain Eddie Rickenbacker, gen- 
eral manager of Eastern Air Lines, 
stopped here on his way to Seattle 
and attended the ceremonies. 

Principal speakers_hesides Mayor 
Erwin were Governor Henry H. Blood 
and Darrell J. Greenwell, state WPA 
administrator. 

City Commissioner P. H. Goggin 
was general chairman of the day, and 
Harold B. Fabian was master of cere- 
monies. Gus P. Backman, executive 
secretary of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, introduced the dignitaries on 
the speakers platform. Among them 
were: J. E. Garn, administrative offi- 
cer of the state aeronautical commis- 
sion; Harry C. Jesson, state WPA en- 
gineer; Vern Halliday, manager of 
the airport; City Commissioners Gog- 
gin, William Murdoch and J. B. 
Matheson; Al Frank, former presi- 
dent of the National Parks Airways; 
Colonel Jacob Fickle, air officer of 
the Ninth Corps area; Thomas Wolfe 
and C. N. James, vice presidents of 
Western Air Express; Captain D. W. 
Goodrich, commander of the Army 
Air Corps Reserve here, and Lincoln 
Ure, vice chairman of the Chamber 
of Commerce aviation committee. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


Jan, 





City Refuses Repairs 

Miami, Oct. 16—Miami city com- 
missioners yesterday declined to comply 
with a request of the United States 
Naval Reserve aviation base at Opa- 
Locka to repair runways. The com- 
missioners stated that a lease agreement 
between the city and the base provides 
that improvements are to be made by 
the base. 





WHAT EVERY PILOT 


WANTS TO KNOW 


about the 
new 


CIVIL AIR REGULATIONS 


which went into 
effect Nov. 1 
The ONLY complete information 
available TODAY has been 
published by 
AMERICAN AVIATION 


See back cover of this issue for 
complete announcement about the 
Handbook and the Wall Map. 














PLANE COLLISION SUIT 


Homer Stockert Sues for $5,000, 
Alleges 11 Negligent Acts 
South Bend, Ind., Oct. 10—A $5,0 
suit was filed yesterday in Superior 
Court by Homer Stockert, operator 
of the Stockert Flying Service, for the 
loss of an airplane which crashed and 
killed four persons here September 12. 

Indiana Air Service, Inc., owner of 
a light plane with which Stockert's 
cabin plane collided in the air near 
Bendix Field, and Charles E. Selge, 
employee of the firm, were named as 





defendants. Selge and Donald Eld- 
redge, Jr., 16, were flying the light 
plane. 

Eleven acts of negligence were 


charged by Stockert, among them 
failure to give right-of-way, to make 
a proper turn and to keep a lookout 
for other craft, and with permitting 
a minor student to fly when air traffic 
was heavy. 


WEATHER STATION 


Alaska—Aleutian Island Area to Get 
Observation Unit 

San Pedro, Calif., Oct. 14—A new 
station in the Alaska-Aleutian Island 
area for aerological observations this 
winter has been planned by the United 
States Navy Department in associa- 
tion with the Weather Bureau. A 
small party of experts will set up 
the equipment and remain through the 
winter. 

It was stated that Navy operations 
in the Pacific during the past few 
years have disclosed a need for more 
complete observations of winter 
weather in the far north. 

Weather Bureau officials said they 
planned to use airplanes for extensive 
winter observations at Fairbanks. 


New German Gun 

Munich, Germany, Oct. 12—The 
Heinkel works here has just com- 
pleted the first German airplane carry- 
ing a quick-firing gun. The plane is 
a one-seater HE-112 pursuit with a 
cruising speed said to be 275 miles 
per hour. It carries two quick-firing 
guns on its wings and also two 1 
chine guns. 

Airport Free of Debt 

The Dalles, Ore., Sept. 28 — The 
Dalles Airport is now free of all in- 
debtedness, stockholders were told at 
the annual meeting tonight. The air- 
port is leased to the Federal govern- 
ment. The following directors were 
elected: Carlton Pepper, Claude S$ 
Knight, Leonard Cox, E. A. Porter, 
I. C. Davies, Kenneth Stone and 
Harold Eddins. 
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American Aviation 


Scramble on for Fagg’s Job, 


J. M. Johnson Taken at His Word 


Greatest Political Rush in History of the Bureau, with Gill Wilson, 
Reed Landes, Howard Rough, A. B. McMullen and Kirk 
Baldwin Leading 


Taking Col. J. Monroe Johnson at 
his word that everything in America is 
solitical and that he himself is politi- 
cal, aspirants for the job as director of 
1c Bureau of Air Commerce to succeed 


Fred D. Fagg, Jr., are hard at work 
building up their political fences. 
re will be a political scramble for 


~ 


job second to none in the history 
the Bureau. 
Although Mr. Fagg has set no date 
for his leaving the directorship to be- 
me dean of Northwestern Univer- 


L 

sity’s large and influential School of 
Commerce, the battle is on again with 
probabilities that the annual meeting 
of the National Association of State 


viation Officials in Miami, Dec. 1-3, 
will be the proving ground for lead- 
ing candidates. 

Observers recall that the last con- 
vention of the association at Hartford, 
Conn., was tense with excitement, for 
Col. Johnson was scheduled to an- 
nounce Mr. Fagg’s appointment before 
that session. A last-minute switch in 
plans caused postponement of the an- 
nouncement until February, several 
months later, but the delay was a strain 
not only for those who wanted the job 
but for all concerned in the Bureau's 
activities. 

When Mr. Fagg finally took over the 
Bureau's directorship early this year, 
few would have believed that before 
the next annual convention of the 
association rolled around that the posi- 
tion of director would again be the 
first order of ante-room conversation. 
The instability of the Bureau apparently 
has become chronic and at least several 
of the aspirants to the job have no in- 
tention of staying more than a year 
or two. 

Why the Bureau’s directorship is of 
such primary importance in the N. A. 
S.A.O. is not difficult to understand. 
State aviation officials are, at the pres- 
ent time, the most likely prospects for 
the position. Few airline executives 
would be interested in the job, al- 
though one is mentioned as a possible 
successor to Fagg. In the manufactur- 
ing field there are no likely candidates. 
And since political endorsements are a 
vital necessity in obtaining the posi- 


> 


tion, likely candidates become those 
who have held public office and 
who have been able to cope with 
political situations heretofore. Fagg 


was distinctly non-political as far as 
his own qualifications are concerned, 
but his appointment was distinctly 
political in strategy from above. 

The political angle has become fore- 

most since Col. Johnson's public state- 
ment at the Sacramento Conference in 
September when he was reported to 
have said: “If you people think there 
nything in America that isn't poli- 
al, you should be born again. I'm 
political.” As Assistant Secretary of 
merce, Col. Johnson has been in 
ve control of the Bureau's policies, 
personnel and activities. 
_ Five men are outstanding candidates 
for the position at present writing, 
cach with good background in avia- 
tion, each with an abundance of friends 
both in the industry and in the govern- 
ment, and each with full knowledge of 
what the job means. 

These men are Gill Robb Wilson, 
state aviation director of New Jersey 
and president of the National Asso- 

ion of State Aviation Officials, who 
could obtain a leave of absence for 
one or two years; Reed Landes, son of 














uc 











the baseball czar, former member of 
the Illinois Aeronautics Commission 
and former N.A.S.A.O. president; 


Howard Rough, assistant director of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce, who has 
had actual industry experience; Major 
A. B. McMullen, chief of the airport 
section of the Bureau of Air Commerce 
and formerly director of aviation in 
Florida; and J. Kirk Baldwin, state 
treasurer of Wyoming, a member of 
the N.A.S.A.O., who has been in- 
terested in airline operations and who 
has moved into the limelight in the 
past few years as an outstanding avia- 
tion official. 

Beyond these five men, there is a sur- 
prising number of men who have been 
mentioned for the position and may be 
considered “in the running.” Know- 
ing that in this instance “the most 
likely” candidate may not be the one 
chosen, they are either after the posi- 
tion themselves or are being pushed 
by friends. 

Names Mentioned 

These men are: Howard Knotts, 
member of the Illinois Commerce Com- 
mission, secretary of the N. A.S.A.O., 
who has been a legal consultant to 
the Bureau of Air Commerce on regu- 
lations and legislation; Denis Mulli- 
gan, chief of the regulation and en- 
forcement division of the B. A. C., who 
has worked closely with Col. Johnson 
on Bureau legal matters; Col. Floyd 
Evans, state director of aviation for 
Michigan, prominent among state avia- 
tion officials; O. M. “Red” Mosier, 
vice-president of Braniff Airways, well 
known in the Southwest and with poli- 
tical backing; Earl Ward, chief of the 
airways operation division of the 
B. A. C.; B. M. “Mike” Doolin, man- 
ager of San Francisco Municipal Air- 
port, who would have prominent West 
Coast support; Dudley Steele, also a 
West Coaster who has American Legion 
support and who has been active in 
aviation. 

Also, Charles L. Morris, director of 
aviation for Connecticut; Cammy Vinet, 
director of aviation for Pennsylvania, 
who would have considerable political 
support; C. S. Doyle, state director of 
aviation for Nebraska, who has come 
into the limelight since his appoint- 
ment several years ago; Earl Popp, 
regional supervisor of airports for the 
B.A.C., who has impressed many as 
an increasingly important candidate for 
a higher position; Ed Whitehead, who 
has worked closely with the North- 


west Aviation Planning Council and 
who has Northwest support; Dexter 
C. Martin, director of aviation for 


South Carolina, Col. Johnson’s home 
state; J. E. Garn, secretary of the Utah 
Aeronautics Commission; Fred Sheriff, 
director of aeronautics for Montana, 
formerly N.A.S.A.O. president and 
exceedingly well liked. 

Other names mentioned prominently 
have been Col. Halsey Dunwoody, of 
St. Louis, former chief of service sup- 
ply of the AEF, and former American 
Airways official, who was considered 
to succeed Eugene Vidal; Reed Cham- 
bers, of U. S. Aviation Underwriters, 
whose friends are suggesting that he 
be drafted for the job, and Col. Clar- 
ence M. Young, who was chief of the 
aeronautics branch before it became 
the Bureau of Air Commerce, and who 
is now manager of Pan American's. 
Pacific division. Young was popular 
with the industry when he had charge 
of the work. Gen. Hugh S. Johnson 


for 
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THE MAJOR WAVES 


Private Gets Signal Wrong, Bails 
Out 

Montgomery, Ala., Oct. 13—Private 
Frank Strozier was flying with Major 
L. A. Dayton, Army pilot. The Major 
waved his hand. That meant only one 
thing to Private Strozier—dangerous 
engine trouble, so he lost no time in 
parachuting to earth near here. 

The Major didn't miss Strozier un- 
til he brought the plane to earth at 
Valparaiso, Fla. A telephone call to 
the Army field here revealed that 
Private Strozier was still in Alabama. 

“I was cold. I wanted to close 
the cockpit, not empty it,”” Major Day- 
ton said, when explaining why he 
had waved. 














has been suggested by several, but it is 
known that Gen. Johnson would never 
take a position under Secretary of Com- 
merce Roper, with whom he has been 
feuding publicly for several years. 
One of the most interesting conjec- 
tures is that concerning Corrington Gill, 
Assistant Administrator of the Works 
Progress Administration. Whether Gill 
is actively after the job is not known, 
but it is known that friends are pro- 
moting him for the post. Gill has close 
White House connections and should he 
desire the job he could put up as 
good a race as any of the other can- 


didates. 


Buy New Airport 

Lewiston, Mont., Oct. 18—City and 
county officials recently reported that 
arrangements have been completed to 
take over a privately-owned 520-acre 
tract of land two miles west of here 
for use as a municipal airport. The 
present 300-acre airport and some 
cash has been offered in exchange. The 
new field offers room for level run- 
ways east and west and north and 
south of 5,700 feet and 5,300 feet in 
length, respectively. 


Stewardess in Movie 
Hollywood, Calif., Oct. 18—Daphne 
Lane, American Airlines’ stewardess, 
has been awarded a movie contract and 
will have a role in the forthcoming 
movie, “The Lady Misbehaves.” She 
will play the part of a stewardess in 

scenes aboard a transport plane. 


French Break Records 

Istres, France, Oct. 18—A_ French- 
built Bloch plane yesterday carried a 
load of 11,020 pounds 622 miles at an 
average speed of 197 miles an hour, 
breaking the record formerly held by 
Italy. The same plane also carried its 
load 1,244 miles at a speed of 191 miles 
an hour to break the record held by 
Soviet Russia. 





Pan Am Celebrates 
° ° 
First Anniversary 

Oct. 21—Today 
anniversary of Pan 
American Airways’ Trans-Pacific reve- 
nue passenger service. The company 
had flown nearly half a million miles to 
and from the Orient before the route 
was formally opened to passengers on 
Oct. 21, 1936 

To date, since the completion of 
survey flying, the Clippers have flown 
1,500,000 miles in regular service across 
the Paciffic, have carried some 2,000 
passengers a total of 7,401,305 pas- 
senger miles and have moved 479,944 
pounds of express and other air cargo. 
There were 286 women and 37 chil- 
dren carried during the first year. 

The company lists among its pas- 
sengers mining engineers, shipping ex- 
ecutives, importers, government officials, 
adventurers, war correspondents, photog- 
raphers, diplomates and Army and 
Navy officers, in addition to vacation 
travelers. 


San ___‘ Francisco, 
marked the first 


TUTTLE TO UAL 


Army Medical Expert Takes Post 
With Airline 
Col. Arnold D. Tuttle, Medical 


Corps, U. S. Army, Commandant of the 
School of Aviation Medicine at Ran- 
dolph Field, Texas, has assumed duties 
as medical director and chief flight 
surgeon of United Air Lines. 

Col. Tuttle has been at Randolph 
Field for the last four years. He has 
supervised the training of flight sur- 
geons for the Army and the Navy, as 
well as the National Guard and or- 
ganized reserves. His military career 
dates back to the Spanish-American 
War, the Boxer Rebellion, the Philip- 
pines and the World War. He is the 
holder of the following decorations: 
American Distinguished Service Medal, 
French Legion of Honor, French Medal 
Honor Epidemie, and Belgian Order 
Leopold. He is the author of a num- 


ber of medical books. 


Ist Zephyr 
Northwest Airlines announced on 
Oct. 18 that it placed the first of its 
new fleet of Lockheed 14 “Sky Zephyrs” 
in operation on that date between Min- 
neapolis and Chicago. The new sched- 
ule between those two points is one 
hour and fifty minutes. As additional 
Zephyrs are delivered by the Lockheed 
factory they will be placed on the line 
to Seattle with an eleven-hour schedule 
between Chicago and that city. Pre- 

sent time is fourteen hours. 
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The Southern Sunshine Route—New York-Los Angeles 
In 14-berth Flagship Skysleepers—3 Stops only! 
New York-Chicago, NON-STOP, Twice Daily Both Ways 





Call Your 
Travel Agent 
or— 





AMERICAN 


AIRLINES iwc. 


Serves 57 
Important 
Cities 














* 











American Aviation for November 


1, 1937 


Fagg To Call Airport Parley 


Admits Airport Situation “Chaotic” in Address Before American Municipal Association; Offers 


to Bring Together Airlines, Mfgs., P.O., Municipalities for Round-Table Meeting 


W ONE of the major addresses de- 
livered since he became director of 
the Bureau of Air Commerce in March, 


Fred D. Fagg, Jr., told the American. 


Municipal Association at its confer- 
ence in Chicago Oct. 15 that the Bureau 
would sponsor a meeting “to be called 
shortly” of airline operators, aircraft 
manufacturers, municipal officials, the 
Post Office Department, and Depart- 
ment of Commerce officials, to discuss 
“the future of air transportation and 
its relation to municipal airports.” 

“At some day in the future,” Mr. 
Fagg said, “these five parties should 
be brought, in friendly conference, to 
exchange ideas. Until they can all sit 
down together and discuss this matter 
frankly, the chaotic conditions of the 
present must continue. The Bureau of 
Air Commerce now stands ready to 
sponsor such a meeting and hopes ta 
announce a specific date within the next 
few weeks.” 

Mr. Fagg’s address was significant in 
that it marked the first step to be taken 
by the Bureau of Air Commerce to 
solve the crisis of airports and indi- 
cates willingness on the part of the 
Bureau to assume leadership in what 
was admitted by Mr. Fagg to be a 
“chaotic condition.” 

The address was considered all the 
more important in view of the resolu- 
tion adopted by the American Muni- 
cipal Association urging Congress to 
enact necessary legislation and provide 
the funds to enable the Department 
of Commerce to construct airports on 
a national long-term scale under a plan 
of Federal aid similar to that granted! 
in the construction and maintenance 
of highways and development of water- 
ways. 

It is not believed that the Depart- 
ment of Commerce is “sold” on the idea: 
that it should be the agency to engage 
in airport construction, particularly in 
view of the attitude of the Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, Col. J. Monroe 
Johnson, that airports are purely a 
local problem. He has expressed him- 
self as being opposed to a permanent 
Federal aid program. There are indica- 
tions, however, that others high in the 
Department of Commerce who have 
not been directly concerned with avia- 
tion have seen the handwriting on the 
wall and may take leadership in urg- 
ing that the Department of Commerce 
actively enter airport construction. The 
Air Commerce Act of 1926, under which 
the Bureau operates, does not give the 
Bureau any authority whatsoever to en- 
gage in this work, hence an act of 
Congress is necessary. 

Mr. Fagg’s address and the A.M.A. 
resolution are also significant in view 
of the movement by Corrington Gill, 
Assistant WPA administrator, to estab- 
lish an independent public works 
agency for airport construction, ex- 
plained in another article in this issue. 


Fagg Wrote Own Talk 


Government officials in executive 
positions rarely write their speeches 
unless the subject is a particularly hot 
one. Usually the speeches are prepared 
by an information division or some 
one concerned with a specialized subject, 
and the officials give it a once-over 
and make a few additions. Mr. Fagg, 
however, prepared his own airport 
speech with great care, and while it 
in no way committed the Bureau to a 





For a Federal Aid Program 


Resolution adopted by the American Municipal Association at its conference 


in Chicago, October 15: 


Whereas, the need for adequate airports and air facilities is a vital economic 
factor in inter-state transportation, industrial and commercial progress, the further 
development of postal service, and the national defense, as are highways, rail- 


ways, waterways, and seaports, and 


Whereas, the tremendous strides being made in the manufacture of heavier 
and speedier equipment makes imperative the establishment of more adequate air- 


ports and the approaches thereto, and 


Whereas, municipalities have contributed the major portion of the cost of 
providing terminal facilities for the National Civil Airways System, without re- 
quiring other beneficiaries of such facilities to contribute their equitable share of 


the cost. 


Now Therefore Be It Resolved, that the American Municipal Association urge 
that Congress enact the necessary legislation and provide the funds to enable 
the Department of Commerce to effectuate immediately an airport development, 
program, including construction, maintenance and operation, on a national, long- 
term scale, under a plan of federal aid similar to that granted in the con- 
struction and maintenance of highways and the development of waterways and 
based on a determination of federal and interstate values of municipal airports 
and on a determination of the financial responsibilities of the various beneficiar- 
ies of such airports, to the end that the expense of the development and opera- 
tion of municipal airports may be shared on a more equitable basis than here- 


tofore. 





future policy on airports, and did not 
place the Bureau in a position of re- 
sponsibility for airports, it did give 4 
remarkably clear and smooth picture of 
airport difficulties. 

In addition to announcing a confer- 
ence to be held soon, Mr. Fagg gave 
some intimation of the trend of thought 
within the Bureau as to the size of the 
future airport. Explaining that there is 
a comparatively new element in the 
airport problem, he said: 

“Modern multi-engine aircraft cam 
fly with full load with any one engine 
inoperative provided that they have 
reached a certain minimum speed 
known, although inaccurately as ‘single- 
engined speed.’ (Older air carriers 
could not do this and were therefore 
quite vulnerable in the event of engine 
failure at any speed). This single- 
engine speed is unfortunately higher 
than take-off speed. In our desire ta 
eliminate completely the hazard which 
has always been associated with engine 
failure during take-off, we should like 
to protect that brief interval between 
‘take-off speed’ and ‘single-engine 
speed’. 

“The only way to do that is to pro- 
vide enough airport space, so that the 
airplane can land straight ahead in the 
event of engine failure during that 
time. A careful measurement of all of 
the maneuvers involved is obviously in- 
dicated and is vigorously proceeding. 

“When these studies of actual air- 
craft performance are completed, we 
shall have some tangible data to pre- 
sent and by which to offer some prac- 
ticable airport rating standards.” 

At the start of his speech, Mr. Fagg 
discussed the question, “How big is 
an airport?”. 

“Recognizing the tremendous trans- 
portation and other values which avia- 
tion has to offer,” he said, “American 
communities have dug deep into muni- 
cipal treasuries to provide the proper 
facilities for aviation’s rapid and 
splendid growth. The very rapidity of 
that growth, however, has brought with 
it some fundamental problems which 
must be faced frankly, and solved 
quickly, if continued development is to 
be expected. 

“At the moment, the foremost of 
of those problems relates to airport 


size and, undoubtedly, the year 1937 
will be remembered by most of the 
American municipalities as that which 
raised the thought-provoking question: 
‘How big is an airport?’.” 

Discussing the historical ‘develop- 
ment of airports, Mr. Fagg noted that 
thanks to the efforts of a legion of 
loyal, but unsung, aviation enthusiasts, 
municipal airport development has kept 
pace with aircraft improvement. 

Confronted With Problem 

“But we are now confronted with 
the growing fact of municipal unwilling- 
ness, or positive legal or financial in- 
ability, to be led on to unlimited ex- 
pansion and unlimited expenditure. Al- 
ready there is a well-voiced request for 
a respite in connection with municipal 
airport spending. More and more com- 
munities are sending delegations to 
Washington asking just what is the 
expected limit to airport size. Tired 
of guessing at minimum airport re- 
quirements for first-class airline service, 
tired of presenting new bond author- 
izations to a somewhat disillusioned 
public and tired of making explana- 
tions for a canceled airline service due, 
supposedly, to inadequate landing facil- 
ities, these municipal representatives are 
demanding, that, if a continuance of 
municipal funds be forthcoming, then 
the proper Federal agency shall set up 
some definite standard for airports which 
shall suffice for the next ten or twenty 
years, and which will force airline 
operations to use aircraft which will be 
capable of utilizing such airports with 
safety.” 

Mr. Fagg pointed out the difficulties 
of answering the question of how big 
an airport should be and related the 
various standards laid down by the 
Bureau since its inception. That list 
of standards told the story only too 
well, of how aircraft size and speed 
has increased so rapidly during the 
past ten years that no standard proved 
to be of use for more than a short 
time. He indicated that the new air 
port ratings would have to be based 
upon scientific findings from actual 
take-off and landing performance char- 
acteristics of aircraft. 

Aviations Rise 
In conclusion, Mr. Fagg said: 
“Within a brief span of ten years, 





we have seen air transportation rise and 
mushroom in its tremendous and strik. 
ing growth. Its demands have followed 
so swiftly upon each other and it; 
future is so immeasurable as to leave 
us breathless. In our quest for cer- 
tainty, however, let us not yield to the 
temptation of those hurried decisions 
which will stifle the full and free 
development of one of our truly great 
socializing forces and national assets— 
the American Aviation Transport. 

“In this brief resume, we have not 
found space to discuss the many 
problems incident to a Federal-State-and 
local sharing of municipal expense, or 
to the appropriate legal and enconomic 
spheres of each and the prevention of 
overlapping activities. Instead, we have 
attempted to state clearly the important 
problem of airport size, explain its 
historical development, and indicate the 
positive steps now being taken to effect 
a practicable and early solution. I in- 
vite your continued splendid coopera 
tion and support in the interests of a 
lusty, if troublesome infant industry— 
whose promise of future national great- 
ness should prompt us to an immediately 
generous and patient indulgence—Amer- 
ican Aviation.” 

Another speaker was C. V. Burnett, 
manager of Detroit Municipal Airport, 
who told the conference that it is no 
longer feasible nor equitable to charge 
taxpayers of a municipality with the 
entire expense of airport developments 
that are not and apparently cannot be 
made self-supporting. 

Burnett cited the case of the city 
of Detroit which incurred a debt of 
$5,000,000 a short time ago to provide 
a thoroughly modernized airport only 
to find that the use of superliners has 
made it necessary to spend $2,000,000 
more. The city simply cannot stand 
this continued expense, he said. 

Urging support of the Dingell Bill 
now pending before Congress, Burnett 
pointed out that from the standpoint 
of national defense and the transporta- 
tion of the mails, airports are to direct 
interest to the Federal government. 
Moreover, he called attention to the 
interstate commerce nature of air trans- 
portation which makes airports part 
of a national system. It is unfair that 
localities should have to bear the entire 
expense of these facilities for interstate 
commerce, he said. 

Alfred MacDonald, manager of 
Wichita Municipal Airport, also spoke, 
stating that the greatest problem which 
municipal airports now face is the 
problem of financing additional im- 
provements. He told how Wichita had 
spent a large sum of money to build 
an A-1 airport a few years ago in 
nccordance with recommendations of 
the Federal government. 

“But now, having spent out moncy, 
we are told that our splendid airpor 
will not be suitable for the new typ 
of transport and Army planes whi 
are expected to be put into servic 
next year. We are told further that in 
order for the airport to qualify as 4 
suitable airport at which these new 
heavy planes may land it will be neces- 
sary for us to spend an_ additional 
$300,000 for hard surfaced runways 
After having spent the amount 0 
$480,000 on the airport, I do not 
believe the people of this city will 
now approve of an additional expendi- 
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Al Williams Hits Atlantic Monopoly, 
Says Clipper Ships Aren’t Suitable 


In an unusually outspoken article ap- 
pearing in the Scripps-Howard news- 
papers, of which he is a regular contri- 
butor, Major Al Williams, of the Gulf 
Refining Company, assailed the Pan 
American and Imperial Airways ar- 
rangement on the Atlantic as “the great- 
est transportation monopoly that has 
ever been conceived.” The newspaper 
articles appeared about October 7. 

“A practical trans-oceanic aircraft for 
pay-load flight has not yet been devel- 
oped, and the best stimulus for build- 
ing such a ship is being stifled. There's 
no competition,” he said. 

“Pan American Airways and Imperial 
Airways have the Atlantic Ocean 
fenced in for their own exclusive use. 

“The Post Office cannot select an 
air line and sponsor its extension ex- 
dusively. Yet in effect that’s what's 
happening in the trans-Atlantic airmail 
business. In the present setup, Pan 
American has the contract for the car- 
riage of U. S. mail to England. 

Pan American has done a fine job 
of pioneering air linkage of the United 
States and South America, is consoli- 
dating our air lanes to Asia, and is 
therefore entitled to protection against 
1ediate competition along its pri- 
d routes. 

But when it comes to the Atlantic 
and our air business with Europe, it’s 
time to halt the greatest transportation 
monopoly that has ever been conceived. 

“If one steamship company monop- 








olized the privileges and ocean-mail 
subsidies between the United States 
and Europe, the liners would still be 
poking along at 10 knots. 

“It's competition that built the 
Queen Mary, Normandie, Rex, Bremen 
and the Europa. It is competition that 
will build the great air liners needed 
for the trans-Atlantic run. 

“The Pan American experimental 
flights from Newfoundland and Ireland 
and Bermuda and the Azores have de- 
monstrated clipper ships are not suit- 
able. Their weight, when fueled for 
flight, leaves no room for cargo. Also 
indicated is the fact the Newfoundland 
and Ireland route is only a part-time or 
seasonal airway. 

“I have always been in favor of 
flying boats for over-water work. But 
a pilot who has made a few trips in 
multi-motored landplanes says he feels 
safer in a landplane that can keep on 
operating on one engine than he would 
in a flying boat that needs all four 
engines to stay in the air. 

“The new giant flying boat built by 
Boeing is an experiment. It may and 
it may not fill the bill. That point can 
only be settled by tests. The long and 
the short of this argument about keep- 
ing the Atlantic open to competition is 
that we lack the planes to make that 
flight with a pay load and the only way 
we'll ever get them is to inspire com- 
petition and not stifle it.” 





Airlines Must Have Operating Unit, 
Pay Rent for Use of Bolling Field 


New complications were added to the 
already badly muddled Washington air- 
port situation on October 23 when 
Secretary of War, Woodring, in a letter 
to Secretary of Commerce Roper, stated 
that if the airlines wished to shift 
operations to the Army's Bolling Field, 
it would be necessary for them to set 
up a joint terminal operating company 
and to pay rental for the use of Fed- 
eral property. 

The creation of this joint operating 
unit would necessitate combined action 
by American Airlines, Pennsylvania- 
Central and Eastern Air Lines. Such 
mergers are forbidden by the Air Mail 
Act, but it is believed that this partic- 
ular one would be allowed as long 
as it does not affect interstate opera- 
tions under the Air Mail Act. 

Secretary Woodring’s letter also 
stated that it will be necessary for the 
airlines to erect their own temporary 
terminal building and temporary stor- 
age building. If the Post Office, 
Weather Bureau and Airways Control 
Office of the Department of Commerce 
desire space, such space must be pro- 
vided for in the terminal building. 
Grounds must be restored to their 
original condition without any expense 
to the government in the event the air- 
lines move from Bolling in the future. 

The letter said: “Section 321 of the 
act of June 30, 1932, requires the War 
Department to make a charge for the 
use of the field. It is believed that a 
flat rate of $300 per month to the 
terminal company, pro-rated as it sees 
ht, would be an equitable charge based 
On estimated maintenance cost to the 
government.” 

Eastern Air Lines some weeks ago 
stated that it believed Washington- 
Hoover Airport was safe for operations 
and asked that restrictions limiting 





operations of DC-2s to the long run- 
way be lifted. It has been reported 
too, that if Eastern is allowed to con- 
tinue operations at Washington-Hoover, 
Penn-Central will not shift to Bolling 
because its business is more closely in- 
terlocked with Eastern than with Ameri- 
can Airlines. 

Unofficially it has been revealed that 
Bureau of Air Commerce aerial photo- 
graphs of Bolling Field show that run- 
way conditions at the Army airport are 
not much better for major airline opera- 
tion than those at Washington-Hoover. 

The War Department's statement 
was said to have come as a surprise to 
most of the parties concerned. 
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ture of city money amounting to $300.- 
000. 

“The burden falls especially hard on 
smaller cities and on those cities which 
have limited resources. Unlike most 
public improvements which may be pro- 
portional in size and expense to the 
size of the city, the landing area on an 
airport of a city of a hundred thou- 
sand population must be the same size 
as the landing area on an airport of a 
million population to accommodate the 
same size planes.” 

Mr. McDonald, like Mr. Burnett, em- 
phasized the interstate and national 
character of air transportation, stating 
that a Federal aid program on con- 
struction is inevitable and much needed 
now. Many municipalities have reached 
the point where they feel they can no 
longer appropriate additional funds to 
the development and maintenance of 
municipal airports, he said. 
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Burbank, Glendale Fight Transfer 
of Airlines to Los Angeles Field 
Airport Scrap Developes as Possibility of Companies 


Moving to Mines Field Arises; San Fernando 
Valley Communities Charge Politics 


One of the bitterest airport fights in 
many years has developed on the Pacific 
Coast with the communities of Bur- 
bank and Glendale up in arms to pre- 
vent possible transfer of airline opera- 
tions from Union Air Terminal and 
Grand Central Air Terminal to Mines 
Field, recently purchased by the City of 
Los Angeles for a commercial airport 
(See AMERICAN AVIATION, Oct. 15). 

Burbank and Glendale have charged 
political manipulation in connection 
with the purchase of Mines Field and 
claim that Los Angeles is paying some 
four or five times more than the land 
is worth. In addition they claim that 
the field is fog-bound four days for. 
every one day that their respective fields 
are unable to be used. Col. R. B. 
Barnitz, municipal airport director, an- 
swered this charge by stating that the 
U. S. Weather Bureau inspected the 
field before the city leased it in 1928 
and pronounced it “one of the best in 
the United States for all kinds of air- 
craft.” 

Practically all the communities in the 
immediate vicinity are strenuously op- 
posing any transfer of operations. 
Mayors and other officials of these towns 
met at the Union Air Terminal on Oct. 
5 and pledged united support. Glen- 
dale, Burbank, Pasadena, South Pasa- 
dena, San Marino, Beverly Hills, Holly- 
wood and other towns in the San Fer- 
nando Valley were represented.  Citi- 
zens of these towns have also held mass 
meetings. 

At present, Pan American Airways 
and American Airlines land at Grand 
Central, while TWA and United Air 
Lines come into the Union Air Termi- 
nal. United owns the latter port. C, 
R. Smith, president of American Air- 
lines, has stated that he believes Mines 
Field offers the best future possibilities. 
Jack Frye, president of TWA, is re- 
ported to have wired that his company 
contemplates no immediate move. It 
is understood, however, that TWA will 
be in the market for a transfer after 
it takes delivery on its new four en- 
gined Boeings. Other lines have with- 
held comment. All lines seem to agree 
that extensive improvements at Mines) 
are necessary before it will be in shape 
for scheduled commercial operation. 

Roger W. Jessup, chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors, is leading the 
fight against the move and so suspi- 
cious are all parties concerned that even 
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he has been accused of voting in favor 
of the change. He states that if the 
move is made, investments at Grand 
Central and Union totalling almost 
$6,000,000 will be completely wiped 
out. 

San Fernando Valley newspapers have 
been giving the controversy plenty of 
front page space and are pulling no 
punches. The Burbank News on Oct. 
6 said that apparently the Mines Field 
site “is actually worth approximately 
$851,980, according to figures obtained 
from the assessor's office. The City 
of Los Angeles is paying $2,692,162 
for it. According to press reports, Los 
Angeles obtained a deed to the 640 
acres by paying ten dollars to Mr. and 
Mrs. James R. Martin and another ten 
dollars to the Los Angeles Extension 


Company. The Security-First National 
Bank has assumed the remaining 
$2,692,142. By comparison, Burbank 


should be able to obtain title to a civic 
center for a down payment of one dol- 
lar, have the bank assume the purchase 
price, and pave the way for a generous 
WPA loan to improve it.” 

The Glendale Star has charged that 
“the entire proposition is being used as 
a political football, with Los Angeles, 
as usual, endeavoring to grab every- 
thing in sight.” 

Jessup on Oct. 14 appointed a com- 
mittee to direct all activities opposing 
the proposed transfers. Members of. 
the committee are: Joseph F. Baudino, 
mayor of Glendale; Lloyd Myers, sec- 
retary of the Burbank Chamber of Com- 
merce; Howard I. Stites, city manager 
of Burbank; Mrs. Edith Crouch, presi- 
dent of the Burbank Women’s Club; 
S. M. Fulton, attorney; Edward O. Nay, 
chairman of the board of directors of 
the City of Pasadena; John C. Jacobs, 
mayor of South Pasadena; J. Leo 
Flynn, mayor of San Fernando; Charles 
Gummers, secretary of San Fernando 
Chamber of Commerce; Carl Bush, sec- 
retary of Hollywood Chamber of Com- 
merce; A. L. Edwards, executive, 
Security-First National Bank of Holly- 
wood; Representative John Steven Mc- 
Groarty; Dan Green, Los Angeles pub- 
lisher, and Martin E. Pollard, North 
Hollywood Chamber of Commerce. 

As AMERICAN AVIATION went to 
press the fight was in full swing with 
no settlement in sight. 


WAIT ON AIRPORTS 


Wyoming Air Service Reports Two 
Cities Ready to Build 

Cheyenne, Oct. 10—Marvin Landes, 
vice president of Wyoming Air Serv- 
ice, told the Cheyenne Eagle today that 
two cities, Pierre and Rapid City, S. D., 
are planning to build adequate airports 
on Wyoming's projected new air mail 
route from Cheyenne to Huron, S. D. 

Although the mail contract has been 
signed, Wyoming will be unable to 
operate the line until airports are con- 
structed along the contract line. “We 
do not know exactly when we will 
start flying the line,” Landes said. 
“Wyoming Air is already set to begin, 
the flights.” It is extremely doubtful 
if operations can start until spring, 
however. Landes has opened an office 





at Cheyenne and said his line will quar- 
ter twelve pilots here when the new 
service is launched. Wyoming's main 
base is at Caspar, Wyo. 
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Officials on Airport Inspection Tour 





Shown at the start of the WPA tour of airport projects on Oct. 16 as they 
were about to board an Army Air Corps Douglas transport at Washington, D. 
C., were, from left to right, Gill Robb Wilson, president of the National 
Association of State Aviation Officials; Col. W. Sumpter Smith, principal 
aeronautical engineer, WPA; Corrington Gill, assistant administrator, WPA: 
Major Lester D. Gardner, secretary, Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences: 
Major A. B. McMullen, chief of airport section, Bureau of Air Commerce: 
Fred L. Smith, of the N. A. A. and Major Lotha Smith War Department ob. 
server. The tour was to last three weeks. 





New Move Launched at Chicago for 


Downtown Lake Front Air Terminal 


Chicago, Oct. 15—Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly and Merrill C. Meigs, chairman 
of the city aero commission, last week 
asked the Chicago Association of Com- 
merce to join with the city in making 
a new effort to obtain federal aid for 
construction of a modern downtown 
island airport. 

Both the mayor and Meigs said that 
whatever public opinion had once op- 
posed this project has now been won 
over to it. A year ago Secretary of 
the Interior Ickes appointed a com- 
mittee to investigate the project. 
Opponents of the proposal organized 
and went to Washington. The propo- 
nents of the field were not so well 
organized and did not make as good a 
showing. 

Meigs said, “I don’t think Chicago 
will stand in the way of an airport 
for her lakefront. It is feasible and 
can pay for itself, and I believe that 
within five years we will have such a 
field. I bespeak the support of the 
Association of Commerce for it.” 

Many Chicogoans have wanted to 
keep industry away from the lakefront, 
claiming that the beauty of that sec- 
tion should be maintained. However, 
Meigs said that the airport would en- 
hance the beauty of the lakefront 
rather than detract from it. 

The Chicago Planning Commission, 
in collaboration with Bureau of Air 
Commerce engineers, drew plans for 
the island field several years ago. 
They placed the field 1,600 feet east 
of Northerly Island, making it more 
than a mile from the nearest building 
line on the shore. There would be 
no runways towards the city. They 
would be placed so that planes would 
fly up or down the lake shore. 

Meigs stated that the island field 
would be a terminal and not a depot. 
The only structure would be a pas- 
senger terminal. The present field at 
63d street and Cicero avenue would 
be needed for storing and other 
activities. 

It was indicated that negotiations 
are continuing to remove the Chicago 
and Western Indiana railroad tracks 
which bisect the present airport. 
Mayor Kelly cited three obstacles: 
the satisfaction of the railroad’s trus- 
tee that the city will give property 
as valuable as that which the railroad 


is giving up in its right of way; sat- 
isfaction of the city council that the 
city’s end of the transaction is fair; 
and the inevitable delay of condemn 
ing the property that the city wants to 
exchange with the railroad. 


BILLINGS SHOW O.K. 


5,000 Attend Hangar Dedication and 
Air Meet 

Billings, Mont., Sept. 27—Five thou- 
sand persons attended one of the most 
successful air shows ever held in this 
region as part of the program of dedi- 
cating Hangar No. 2 at Billings Munici- 
pal Airport. Tex Rankin, aerial acro- 
bat, and Bernadine King, holder of in- 
verted flying records, were star attrac- 
tions. 

Congressman James F. O'Connor, of 
Livingston and Mayor Charles Trott 
were among the speakers. M. E. Haw- 
kins, secretary of the city airport com- 
mission, presided. R. E. Morrison, of 
Helena, won first in the handicap speed 
races, with E. T. Mileski, of Worland, 
Wyo., second and E. L. Bennett, of 
Idaho Falls, third. Henry L. Fitton 
was publicity director, and Forrest 
Woody Kelch, show director. Harold 
Ruth, president of the Billings Air 
Show, Inc., and chairman of the Junior 
C. of C. aviation committee, said the 
show was successful in every way 
Croil Hunter, and Fred Whittemo 
president and vice president of North- 
west Airlines respectively, were present. 


TURNER APPOINTED 


Named Sales Representative For Stear- 
man-Hammond in Midwest 

San Francisco, Oct. 23—Stearman- 
Hammond Aircraft Corporation recently 
announced the appointment of Colon¢ 
Roscoe Turner as its sales representa- 
tive for the middlewest, with head 
quarters in Chicago. ; 

Samuel Metzger, sales representative 
of the company, said that Turner's first 
ship is being completed and it is ©x- 
pected that he will come to California 
to fly his Model “Y” back to Chicag 

Turner is well known, having com- 
peted in many speed events, including 
the Bendix and the Thompson Trophy 
Races at Cleveland. 
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Westover Hits Critics of War Dept. 


Air Corps Chief Defends Air Policies, Predicts 2,320 Plane Strength by 1940; 700 Aircraft 
Procurement for 1938 Scheduled 


F procurement of aircraft continues 
| at the present rate, the Army Air 
Corps will have by 1940 the 2,320 air- 
planes which the Baker Commission 
decreed in 1934 was the proper figure 
to give this country adequate military 
air defense, according to Major Gen- 
eral Oscar Westover, Chief of the Air 
Corps, in an article entitled “The Army 
is Behind its Air Corps” in the October 
1 issue of the Air Corps News Letter. 

Answering critics who have assailed 
the War Department for its handling 
of military aviation, General Westover 
said that 1,000 airplanes were contracted 
for in 1937 and that funds for the pro- 
curement of an additional 700 are on 
hand for 1938. He also said that 
budget estimates for 1939 call for the 
procurement of 700 more airplanes, 
which, with additional procurements for 
1940 would bring the total air strength 
of the Air Corps to the 2,320 plane 
figure. 

He also presented a table showing 
that Air Corps expenditures, direct 
and indirect, have risen from 11.04 per 
cent of the total War Department ex: 
penditures in 1921 to 25.89 per cent 
for 1938. 

General Westover’s unusually im- 
passioned article is significant in that 
he defends the entire War Department 
policy toward military aviation, strik- 
ing back hard at those “who have 
looked across the water to European 
powers with vast air armadas and have 
jumped to the conclusion that we are 
not doing so well at home.” 

“For the most part,” he said, “those 
who have been disgruntled at the way 
the air arm has been handled are 
simply misguided, misinformed...... 
They live by their words; their con- 
tinued existence in the public prints 
depends upon the continuation of their 
attacks. They must flay somebody, and 
so the Army does not escape.” 

After reviewing and defending the 
Army's record in aviation since the very 
beginning when it drew up the first 
specifications for an Army plane and 
let the world’s first contract for a 
military plane, General Westover pre- 
sents a comparative table of War De- 
partment and Air Corps expenditures 
and also a table showing the total per- 
sonnel strength. 

“The latter table,” he said, ‘““demon- 
strates just how much of its total 
personnel strength the War Department 
has seen fit to devote to this air arm 
which it is so often accused of starv- 
ing and neglecting. After careful study 
of these tables, I feel that those who 
have been hostile toward the Army's 
sovereignty over military flying will 
feel much less sure of their grounds.” 


Comparison of Expenditures of the War Department Military Activities and the 





Air Corps, direct and indirect, for the following Fiscal Years: 


Fiscal War Department Air Corps Direct Per- 
Year (Military) and Indirect cent 
BEER ccc nscccccosscces $117,650,265 > 25,000* .02 
1916 122,391,895 801,000* 65 
1921 292,886,375 32,333,907 11.04 
1925 244,688,447 28,965,381 11.84 
1930 327,363,054 59,981,778 18.32 
1932 344,610,560 72,491,915 21.04 
1933 293,314,497 57,755,448 19.69 
1934 243,329,151 53,420,614 21.96 
1935 273,485,712 68,365,771 24.99 
1936 382,654,083 85,836,332 22.43 
1937 394,095,800 96,872,333** 24.58 
1938 101.851,424** 25.89 











* Appropriated 


The General pointed out, also that 
“many of the increases in personnel 
which the Army has allowed the Air 
Corps have been made at the expense 
of some one of several of the older 
arms. Often it has been necessary tol 
render inactive or disband established 
battalions of Cavalry, Infantry, etc., to 
make it possible to provide for those 
additional Air Corps increments. 

“I feel that the War Department 
need not feel ashamed of the showing 
it has made in the air, nor fear just 
criticism for the way it has expended 
the funds which have been made avail- 
able for aeronautical purposes.” 

Late on in the article he said: 

“Years ago, I am told, there was a 
feeling in some quarters, when any 
new arm or service was created, that it 
was stealing the money away from the 
older branches. That feeling undoubt- 
edly was a holdover from the time 
when we had but a small standing 
army—few regiments at widely sepa- 
rated posts. The experiences of the 
World War should have washed away 
the last vestige of such a feeling. Think- 
ing military men now realize that 
military strength cannot be counted in 
squads, troops, squadrons or even divi- 
sions. As a matter of fact, man-power 
may not now be the true measure of 
military strength. Transportation, manu- 
facturing—all industry must be organ- 
ized and mobilized to achieve a modern 
victory.” 

After stressing the need for team- 
work, General Westover concludes with 
the following: “For several years now 
I have been in a position to be con- 
versant with the War Department's 
plans and policies for military aviation 
and I can say positively, I cannot em- 
phasize too strongly, that the military 
leaders are fully conscious of what 
the nation needs for air defense and 
they are sparing no effort to provide 
ie 


TABLE OF COMPARATIVE STRENGTH 


393,460,400 


** Estimated 


China-Bound Bombers 
Now Loaded on Train 


Word from Los Angeles on Oct. 22 
stated that the nineteen Bellanca bomb- 
ing planes which have been stored at 
Los Angeles Harbor for a month have 
been loaded on a Southern Pacific Rail- 
way train. Destination was unknown. 

The bombers were consigned to the 
Chinese Army and were loaded at Balti- 
more on the American-Pioneer Lines 
motorship Wichita. On Sept. 16, when 
the liner pulled into San Pedro, 
Calif., on its way to China, the con- 
signment was unloaded as a result of 
President Roosevelt's embargo in which 
government-owned ships were prohibited 
from carrying armaments destined for 
the China-Japanese war zone, 

It is understood that the bombers 
have already been paid for, thus re- 
lieving the Bellanca company of any 
responsibility for shipment. Any 
freighter not owned by the U. S. govern- 
ment can ship the bombers, but no 
independent or foreign shipping com- 
pany has wanted to run the risk of 
running the Japanese blockade. With- 
out much doubt, however, a way will 
be found to get the planes to China. 


ITALIAN PURSUIT 
Speed of 310 M. P. H. Claimed for 
Heinkel Job 

Milan, Italy, Oct. 3—A new pursuit 
plane with a top speed of approxi- 
mately 310.7 miles per hour was 
shown by the Heinkel Airplane Works 
of Germany, at the International Avia- 
tion Exhibition here yesterday. 

The plane, powered with a single 
Junkers motor of 1,000 horsepower, 
is a low-wing, single-seated, all-metal 
ship with retractable landing gear. It 
has two machine guns in front of the 
pilot and two automatic guns at- 
tached in the wings. Six bombs are 
carried below the wings. 














Total Army Largest Branch Air Corps 
Year Strength Strength (Infantry) Strength Comparison of Size 
(June 30 Air Corps to Other 
each year) Officers Men Officers Men Officers Men Combat Arms 
4,281 73,454 1,471 24,878 6 — Seen 
4,843 97,013 1,607 34,313 65 339 Last 
12,952 206,274 3,427 39,278 996 11,073 Last 
12,203 115,132 2,630 40,859 873 8,758 No. 5 
12,024 117,797 2,303 41,259 1,203 12,034 No. 4 
12,108 113,417 2,260 37,913 1,254 13,369 No. 4 
12,227 115,390 2,348 39,049 1,282 13,499 No. 3 
12,212 117,517 2,358 39,476 1,299 14,316 No. 3 
11,979 118,727 2,292 39,432 1,303 14,720 No. 3 
12,069 146,826 2,271 50,477 1,359 15,640 No. 4 
12,269 158,626 2,274 54,707 1,408 17,286 No. 4 





XB-15 FLIES 


Bomber Makes First 
Flight at Seattle 

Seattle, Oct. 16—The new Boeing XB- 
15 bomber, “big brother” of the Boeing 
B-17 “Flying Fortresses,” built for the 
United States Army Air Corps, suc- 
cessfully completed its first test flight 
at Boeing Field here yesterday. It was 
piloted by Edmund T. Allen, consult- 
ing engineer and test pilot, with Major 
John D. Corkille, Army Air Corps rep- 
resentative at the Boeing Aircraft Com- 
pany, as copilot 

The new bomber is approximately 
90 feet long, 18 feet in height, has a 
wing spread of 150 feet and a gross 
weight of more than 30 tons. It is 
powered by four 1,000-horsepower 
twin-row Pratt and Whitney Wasp 
engines, each of which is accessible to 
the crew during flight by way of pass- 
ages through the wings. 


Largest Test 


New Board Members 

Olympia, Wash., Oct. 22—G. Dewey 
Martin, Paul D. Loudin and Hugh 
W. Jeffers were last week appointed 
members of the airport advisory com- 
mission, upon recommendation of John 
P. Mifflin, secretary of the Olympia 
Airport Association. The commission 
will assist the city in matters pertaining 
to the municipal airport. 








NEW! UNITED’S 
SLEEPER PLANES 


COAST TO COAST 


aa 





None faster...none so fine 


HE NATION salutes Unit- 

ed’s new Douglas-built 
Mainliner sleeper planes... 
now in regular overnight 
service coast-to-coast on 
the ““Main Line”—the na- 
tion’s pioneer air-way. 


Leave New York in the 
evening...breakfast in Cali- 
fornia next morning. Sleep 
in full-size berths in air- 
conditioned cabins. Arrive 
fresh—ready for business. 
Fly United—120 million 
miles experience and the 
latest type equipment. 


RESERVATIONS: 


Any United Air Lines Ticket 
Office, Hotels, Travel Bureaus, 
Télegraph Offices 





‘UNITED AIR LINES - 
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ONSTRUCTION has been sstarted 

on New York City’s $15,000,000 
North Beach Airport, which, when 
completed, will be the city’s trans- 
continental flying base and also the 
center of seaplane activities. The air- 
port will be only 28 minutes from 
Columbus Circle. 

A WPA appropriation of $4,500,450 
has been granted for work during the 
remainder of the current fiscal year, 
ending June 30, 1938. New York City 
will contribute $1,841,650 in cash for 
materials and equipment and $1,000,000 
for work to be done under contract. 
The latter will include construction of 
a steel bulkhead in front of the sea- 
plane base, concrete foundations for 
both the seaplane and land plane hang- 
ars, and the dredging of Bowery Bay 
for a seaplane turning basin. 

Exclusive of land to be acquired, 
the estimated cost for initial construc- 
tion will be $12,762,500. The plan 
for the airport was prepared by the 
WPA in cooperation with Commis- 
sioner John McKenzie of the Depart- 
ment of Docks. 

The present airport is to be in- 
creased from 105 acres to 415 acres. 
Only half of the increase is scheduled 
for completion during the next ten 
months. Between 300 and 400 men 
are working at present and the number 
will be increased to 500 by December 1. 

Four runways are planned. One of 
these, running north and south along 
the western side of the field, will be 
3,650 feet long and 150 feet wide. 
Another, also 150 feet wide and 4,160 
feet long, will run east and west and 
connect the north and south runway 
with the blind flying runway running 
northwest and southeast along the shore 


First floor plan of the main terminal building. 
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New York’s 


ADMINISTRATION BVILDING 


Note dining and ticket office facilities and the many passenger loading exists. 





$15,000,000 


Airport 


of Flushing Bay. A third runway, 150 
feet wide and 4,770 feet long will 
establish a connection between the 
northwest end of the instrument land- 
ing runway and the south end of the 
north and south runway. 

The blind flying runway is planned 
for a length of 4,400 feet and a width 
of 200 feet. The radio marker will 
be 3.8 miles away. For a distance of 
1,500 feet from the southeastern end 


Architect’s drawing 


of the elaborate 


of the blind flying runway, neon tubes 
will be installed at intervals of 100 
feet. 

No cement runways are planned for 
the present, a tar or asphalt surface 
being used until the field has settled 
permanently. 

The proposed fireproof landplane ad- 
ministration building will be 304 feet 
long and 77 feet wide with a semi- 
circular pavilion, 175 feet in diameter, 





terminal building. 
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on the north side facing the field 
Indirect illumination will be provided 
by an arrangement of lights concealed 
by a circular disc 18 feet in diameter 
upon which will be painted a decora- 
tive map of the western hemisphere 
illustrating all the major air routes, 
illuminated by a spotlight located in 
the information both directly beneath 
it. 

The seaplane base administration 
building will be 136 feet in diameter 
and 38 feet high and will face on 
Grand Central Parkway. 

The present field is to be enlarged by 
filling in approximately 9,300,000 cubic 
yards of cinders and top soil, the 
cinders to come from Rikers Island and 
the top soil from the land which the 
city is to acquire southwest of the 
present field. It will bring the field 
grade to about 11 feet above mean low 
water. 


FISH SPECIAL 





Western Air Inaugurates Izaac Walton 
Flight for Trout Fishing 


All you need to fish nowadays is the 
desire, for the Izaac Walton Special 
Flight of Western Air Express takes 
care of all your other needs. 

This flight, inaugurated in August, 
makes it possible to arrange an all- 
expense trip of trout-inhabited Hebgen 
Lake, which is formed by a dam on 
the Madison River in the Yellowstone 
Park region. Food, motor boat, guide, 
poles and all tackle are provided. When 
the plane lands at West Yellowstone. 
the prospective anglers are transported 
by automobile to the Jones Boat Camp, 
headquarters for the flying fishermen. 
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American Aviation 


A-A, TWA in Complicated Hearing 
Over Mail on Non-Mail Schedules 


American Airlines, Inc., has filed a 
complaint with the Post Office De- 
partment protesting against the carry- 
ing of air mail by Transcontinental & 
Western Air, Inc., on its non-stop non- 
mail schedules between New York and 
Chicago and Pittsburgh and Chicago. 


Hearing was scheduled before Post 
Office Solicitor Karl B. Crowley on 
Oct. 27. 


[WA's air mail routes are AM 2, 
from Newark to Los Angeles via Pitts- 
burgh, and AM 36, from Dayton to 
Chicago. TWA operates an off-line 
passenger service by way of Chicago, 
connecting with its main line at Kansas 
City. It has begun a non-stop Newark- 
Chicago operation as well as maintain- 
ing several Pittsburgh-Chicago non- 
stop flights, none of which usually 
perates over the air mail routes. 


Above: Location of North Beach Air- 
port in relation to New York’s mid- 
town area. 


Right: Plan of the airport, runways, 
seaplane facilities and hangars. Grand 
Central Parkway, main traffie artery, 
goes by the airport. 


LONGEST TICKET 


New York Manufacturer Goes on 
9,000-Mile Jaunt 

Los Angeles, Sept. 18—Ralph K. 
Guinzburg, New Yerk manufacturer, 
arrived here yesterday on what is 
probably the longest airline ticket ever 
sold for use within the United States. 
Guinzburg, president of the I. B. 
Kleinert Rubber Co., decided to make 
a quick swing around the circle, and 
bought an airplane ticket in New York 
calling for 9,000 miles of travel. Except 
for a short side trip into British 
Columbia, his entire journey will be 
within the United States. 


American’s Newark-Chicago air mail 
route is via Buffalo. TWA has asked 
that the P. O. place mail on its non-mail 
credit trip schedules in order to boost 
its total poundage for its entire line, 
credit trip mail being credited to mail 
schedules. 

The protest has more than one cur- 
ious angle, and may open up the en- 
tire subject of credit trip air mail and 
non-stop schedules. For both Ameri- 
can and TWA, when flying non-stop 
from Newark to Chicago, fly the most 
direct route, and this direct route is 
over United's air mail route No. 1. In 
other words, one line is protesting 
against another's carrying mail on 
credit trips when both lines, in reality, 
fly a direct airway operated by a third 
air mail contractor. What makes the 


situation more complicated is the fact 
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that the P. O., in giving the 
panies credit for mail carried on non- 
mail schedules, credits not the mileage 
of their respective mail routes, but the 
mileage of the most direct airway, 
which is flown by United. 

Ordinarily the complainant would be 
United, but lacking official word from 
this line, it is believed United has no 
desire to protest the loss of air mail 
to its route when it is only getting 
paid for three schedules, the P. O. hav- 
ing cut a fourth schedule from United 
July 15. At present United is carry- 
ing considerable mail for which it re- 
ceives no pay and would probably 
rather carry less mail than it now car- 
ries, thus leaving more weight for 
passengers There are many 
which conceivably could develop out 
of the hearing but it is also probable 
that the P. O. has no particular desire 
to open up, at least at this time, the 
whole question of credit trips, non- 
stop schedules, etc. 
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Aero Chamber Slated 
for Reorganization 


Reorganization of the Aeronautical 
Chamber of Commerce about the first 
of the year is probable. The fact that 
the present membership of the chamber 
represents less than fifty per cent of 
backlog orders of the industry is mak- 
ing a change in policies necessary in 
order to bring back into the fold fout 
important manufacturing companies 

Douglas Aircraft Co., Consolidated 
Aircraft Co., North American Aviation, 
have all been out of the chamber for 
over a year. The Glenn L. Martin Co. 
has never joined. These four companies 
alone have backlog orders representing 
more than half of the backlog of the 
entire manufacturing industry 

At a recent meeting of the chamber, 


present members agreed to expend 
efforts to bring back into the organi- 


zation the four non-member companies 


Large companies now in the chamber 


are Curtiss-Wright and United Aircraft, 


both eastern concerns. According to 
unofficial sentiments expressed by repre- 
sentatives of some of the non-member 
companies, the latter will come back in- 


to the chamber “at our own terms and 
under no other conditions 





New A-A Advertising Agency 
Chicago, Oct. 17—Appointment of 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., as ad- 
American Airlines, 


Charles 


vertising agency for 
Inc., was announced today by 
A. Rheinstrom, vice president 
The account was formerly handled by 
the P. P. Willis Corp., which handled 
American's unique 
ments during the past year. Mr. Willis 
resigned as a tor of the Cord 
Corp. in August when Cord’s holdings 
were purchased by New York banking 


interests 


sales 


series of advertise- 


direc 


Patrick Speaks 

Birmingham, Oct. 14—Congressman 
Luther Patrick spoke before the Birm- 
ingham Aero Club today and urged ad- 
ditional air mail service for the city. 
Asa Rountree, | = director of airheld 
development for the Alabama Aviation 
Commission, outlined the activities and 
progress of the commission 




















































AMERICAN AVIATION 


The Independent Voice of American Aeronautics 
Published the 1st and 15th of each month 


I oo oh incr gk ware gece eee Editor 
Maney BE. GOAGRPOER 6c ccccccccccs Associate Editor 
EE ‘Sdn vaudyawee me eeki eee News Editor 
ie D kscceesrrveseneen Advertising Manager 
ae Circulation Manager 


Editorial Offices 
Suite 647, Earle Building, 
Washington, D. C. 


Publication Office 
The Telegraph Press, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Published by American Aviation Associates, Inc., Wayne W. Parrish, 
President; Albert H. Stackpole, Vice-President and Edward J. Stackpole, Jr., 
Secretary-Treasurer, 104 Telegraph Building, Harrisburg, Pa. 


Address all correspondence to Washington Office 


Subscription Rates—$3.00 per year—15 cents per copy 
Canada—$3.50, all other foreign—$4.00. , 
Permission to reprint is granted where credit to AMERICAN AVIATION is given 


FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW 


(Continued from page one) 





will be safer tomorrow if government officials who make and administer 
economic and regulatory laws will do their jobs with similar feeling and 
responsibility. 

The crash has darkened air transport news for the moment. Everyone 
had hoped against hope that this winter could pass by without an acci- 
dent involving fatalities. Everyone dreaded the consequences when the 
first radio and newspaper reports told of the missing airliner. But appar- 
ently the consequences have not been as dark as the airlines anticipated. 
The American public knows that accidents will always happen no matter 
what the form of transportation may be. 

It is noteworthy that only a month or two ago United Air Lines flew 
safely more passenger miles than any airline in the world history of 
scheduled air transport. The American people demand national leader- 
ship in aviation, and it seems to us that American scheduled operation 
companies are meeting that demand magnificently. 


A Threat to Independence 


HE AVIATION industry may well be concerned by the trend of 

! thought in the White House toward governmental reorganization. 

It will be recalled that when the President announcd his reorganiza- 
tion plans some time past, he recommended the placing of independent 
Federal agencies under the various executive departments with cabinet 
members in charge. Although he pleaded that this change would not 
remove the independence of these agencies, those in Washington know 
full well that if an independent agency is to be transferred to a politically- 
controlled executive department, there would be no more independence. 

There are a number of so-called independent Federal agencies, several 
of which are directly concerned with aviation. These include the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission and the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics. To those not familiar with the Federal set-up, it should be 
explained that these agencies report directly to Congress. They are under 
Civil Service status. They are beyond the influence of the politician and 
his patronage system. 

Being one of the most politically-minded Presidents this nation has 
ever seen, Mr. Roosevelt seems anxious to bring under his control these 
agencies which have enjoyed relative freedom and have been able to 
carry on their work without fear of pressure or influence. 

It is quite certain that Congress will not oblige Mr. Roosevelt by 
turning over the Interstate Commerce Commission to one of the executive 
departments, such as Commerce. The I. C. C. is one agency which Con- 
gress jealously guards and protects. No amount of pressure from the 
White House will change the status of this important independent body, 
a body reporting only to Congress and as independent a body as can be 
found in Washington. 

All may not be so happy with the National Advisory Committee for 
Aeronautics, however, and it is up to aviation to watch developments 
closely and come to the rescue if necessary. Judging from published 
reports on reorganization, the White House hasn't the slightest conception 
of the work of the N.A.C.A. and the tremendous need for independent 
aeronautical research. Established in 1915, the N.A.C.A. has gone about 
its work quietly and efficiently. It is rarely found in the headlines. The 
vast bulk of its work goes unsung. It has been of great value to our 
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military aviation, the kind of value which cannot be openly discussed in 
a world fraught with bitter competition in aeronautical development. It 
has a creditable record for what it has done for commercial aviation. | 
is not belabored by red tape, by political pressure. When foreign govern. 
ments are spending unlimited amounts of money for research—almost 
frantically—we should not only be proud that the N.A.C.A. has kept 
and is keeping our aeronautical development ahead of every other country 
but we should be determined to keep this important independent agency 
away from the political grab bag. 

It would be a serious blow indeed if the present Democratic admin- 
istration, knowing nothing whatsoever about the importance of the 
N.A.C.A., should transfer it to an executive department. All American 
aviation would suffer. 


Airports—At Last 


HERE seems to be little doubt now that the next session of Con- 

| gress will have before it several bills calling for a permanent 

Federal aid program for airport construction. At least one of these 

bills will go so far as to urge Federal maintenance and possibly Federal 
ownership of landing areas. 

The Bureau of Air Commerce, which has taken a decidedly “‘back- 
seat’’ position while the airport situation has increasingly grown more 
chaotic, has at last been forced to recognize the seriousness of the situa- 
tion. Mr. Fagg’s announcement before the American Municipal Asso- 
ciation on October 15 that he would call a conference at an early date, 
is an excellent tangible step in the right direction, even though it has 
come at a late date. It is also encouraging to know that the Bureau has 
submitted a budget for the fiscal year 1939 which includes something 
over $200,000 for its airport section, whereas the current budget allocates 
less than $10,000. 

Meanwhile the American Municipal Association, one of the nation’s 
most powerful groups, has taken a stronger position on airports. Instead 
of merely urging Federal aid, the A.M.A. now urges Congress to enact 
legislation making it possible for the Department of Commerce to con- 
struct airports on a long-term basis. Heretofore, the Department of 
Commerce has not been specifically named; in fact, the appeal has gen- 
erally been for an independent agency along the lines of the Bureau of 
Public Roads. 

For the past four years, the Federal government has aided airport con- 
struction through its public works and work relief agencies, all of which 
were set up on a temporary basis to provide work for the unemployed 
and to aid municipalities who were unable to finance their local public 
works programs. The plan of Corrington Gill, assistant WPA admin- 
istrator, to establish a permanent agency for airport construction, is a 
logical development. 

Those concerned with the nation’s airports may take heart in all of 
these movements. Although it is not at all clear at the moment what 
agency will be the one selected by Congress to handle the job, this much 
seems clear: that the pressure and needs will be so strong that Congress 
will probably take definite action to establish a Federal aid program for 
airports. The Dingell Bill, authorizing Federal aid, is now pending 
before Congress but in all probability this bill will be made stronger and 
more specific. The important thing to keep in mind is that if such a 
permanent aid program is established, it should be independent of politi- 
cal direction. The airport needs of the nation are national and only a 
body with national perspective should be permitted to allocate funds and 
provide the nation with a national plan of airport development. 


What Others Say 

(From her daily newspaper column, “My Day’, by Mrs. Roosevelt) 

N OT long ago someone asked me why I liked to fly. From his point of view 

the only reason why anyone would want to fly would be to save time and, after 

all, the time saved was frequently of very little value. On this question of time 

I am willing to own that most of us don’t need, or rather don’t use, the time 
we save to any good purpose. 

Flying does, however, make it possible to do a great many things we would 
like to do and perhaps not think possible. Quite aside from time there is beauty 
in flying. For instance, we were over the clouds for a time and I could not help 
but think of how interesting the view was. Some clouds were dead white, others 
yellowish, others nearly black. 

They rose to different heights like hills, they opened up into what looked like 
bottomless chasms. The landscape of clouds is almost as varied as the landscape 
beneath them, when one can see the ground, mountains or water over which 
one is flying. 

Even more than the beauty of sunrise or sunset, there is a fascination which | 
think every aviator must feel in conquering a new element. At the bottom of all 
study and invention lies that constant effort on the part of man to control his 
surroundings. It is really, I imagine, the instinct which has pushed man from 
the beginning, gradually upward to a greater and greater effort to dominate his 
world. In all these efforts men give their lives, but each loss of life brings some- 
thing new to the sum total of knowledge of mankind as a whole. 
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Folks Worth Meeting— 


HE president of a commercial air- 
line with scheduled operations who 


holds a_ transport 
pilot's license is 
the exception 
ather than the rule 
these days. But 
Carleton Putnam, 


president of Chica- 
go and Southern 
Air Lines, learned 
to fly in 1930 and 
has held a trans- 
license since 


a 


port 
1932, 
Putnam has had little time for fly- 
ing in recent years, although he retains 
his membership in the Aviation Coun- 
try Club of Long Island. Since enter- 
ing the business side of aviation he 
has spent most of his time either at 
his company’s headquarters in St. 
Louis or in Washington. He handles 
most of his company’s Washington 
contacts himself, and was one of the 
few airline executives to attend day 
after day the hearings on the McCar- 
ran-Lea Air Carrier bill held in Con- 
gress earlier this year. 

Born on Dec. 19, 1901, he gradu- 
ated from Princeton University with 
a B. S. degree in 1924, and from the 
Columbia University Law School with 
an L. L. B. in 1932. He has been 
president of Chicago and Southern 
since its predecessor company was 
started in California in 1933 with two 
Bellancas and one spare engine. Be- 
fore starting his airline, he did con- 
siderable sport flying about the coun- 
try, particularly in the far west. 

Putnam is active in the Air Trans- 
port Association, being a member of 
the legislative and advertising com- 





mittees. Recently his company added 
a third daily schedule to its line be- 
tween Chicago and New Orleans. 


ONALD A. DUFF, whose appoint- 
ment as traffic manager of the new 
Washington-Buffalo division of Penn- 
sylvania-Central Airlines was announced 
early in October, 
has been in the 
air transport in- 


dustry seven 
years. 
In 1930 he 


joined the Pitts- 
burgh Aviation 
Industries Corp. 
which _ subse- 
quently pur- 
chased Pennsyl- 
vania_ Airlines, 
Inc., the pioneer 
operator of the 
Pittsburgh-Cleveland air mail line. In 
1931 he became Pittsburgh district 
traffic manager of Pennsylvania Airlines, 
and in 1932 was transferred to Harris- 
burg, Pa., as manager of the Harris- 
burg Airport which was operated at 
that time by the Pittsburgh Aviation In- 
dustries Corp. 

When Pennsylvania Airlines extended 
its route to Milwaukee by way of 
Detroit and Grand Rapids, he was 
named traffic manager for the new terri- 
tory. In May, 1935, he was appointed 
advertising manager for the line, be- 
coming director of advertising and sales 
in Nov., 1936, following the consolida- 
tion of Pennsylvania and Central Air- 
lines. A graduate of the University 
of Pittsburgh, Duff is making his head- 
quarters in Washington. 








More Unsolicited 
Comments 


“Enclosed please find $3.00 for one 
years subscription. I was given one 
of your issues a week ago, and find it 
of considerable interest and value to 
me, as it is the first out-spoken non- 
partisan magazine I have ever read.” 
—M. Tilton Keefe, chairman, Aviation 
Committee, United States Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce, St. Louis, Missourt. 





“Your magazine is doing a valuable 
job and I know, from personal exper- 
ience, is now widely considered as one 
of the most authoritative sources of cur- 
rent aviation news.” Wélliam Wagner, 
publicity, Ryan Aeronautical Company, 
San Diego, Calif. 





“Keep up your good work with 
AMERICAN AVIATION. It is without a 
doubt the best magazine in the industry 
today. Best wishes for your continued 
success." —R. G. Deverell, United Air 
Portland, Ore. 


Lines, 





“I have a high regard for your 
magazine.” E. E. Porterfield, Jr., Pres., 
Porterfield Aircraft Corp. 





"I think you have a pretty swell 
magazine and are to be congratulated 
on the progress you have made with 
it.” Clare W. Bunch, Pres., Monocoupe 
Corporation 





"I want to congratulate you on your 
magazine. We feel that it fills a definite 
need and has a great deal of valuable 
material in it.” Kenneth Rearwin, Rear- 
win Airplanes 


Air France Official 
Confers with Pan Am 


Marcel Olivier, chairman of the 
board of the newly formed French 
company known as Air France-Trans- 
atlantique, arrived in this country Oct. 
14, to confer with Juan T. Trippe, 
president of Pan American Airways, 
on a number of subjects pertaining 
to a closer cooperation between his 
company and Pan Am. 

Mr. Olivier said his. company has 
reached an agreement with Pan Am 
for exchange of landing bases and 
other facilities, particularly in regard 
to weather data to be gathered by 
the French Line steamer Carimare, 
now being used in mid-Atlantic as a 
ground station for the purpose of 
gathering meteorological data. This 
information will be turned over to 
various airlines, no matter what 
nationality. 

Air France-Transatlantique will not 
make any flights across the Atlantic 


this year, but is concentrating all 
efforts in gathering technical infor- 
mation on atmospheric conditions. 


During his stay in this country, Mr. 
Olivier will visit such landing bases 
as have been established by Pan Am at 
Port Washington, L. I., and Balti- 
more, Md. 


Paper Aids Airport 

Selma, Ala., Oct. 15—The Selma 
Times-Journal is actively supporting a 
movement to improve the Selma Air- 
port. A WPA project for $28,687 has 
been approved but the work has been 
delayed by lack of WPA labor and the 
preference of the city for other projects. 
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Tom Wolfe Advocates 25c and 50c 
, Air Express Packages as Sales Aid 


Believing that air express constitutes 
the greatest potential traffic for the air- 
lines, Thomas M. Wolfe, vice presi- 
dent in charge of traffic of Western 
Air Express, is advocating an “educa- 
tional” air express rate which would 
popularize the sending of small pack- 
ages with the public at large. 

He believes a nine-month campaign 
should be undertaken jointly between 
the airlines and the Railway Express 
Agency featuring twenty-five cent and 
fifty-cent air express packages of one- 
fourth and one-half pounds respectively 
“to be sent by ir anywhere in the 
United States.” 

“Air expres is the least developed 
potential traffic the airlines have’, he 
said.” It should come in for some 
strenuous development during the com- 
ing winter and within the next twelve 
months. 

“The cost of handling passengers as 
compared with air express is infinitely 
greater, and the fluctuations in pas- 
senger business are making operations 
unprofitable for many lines. 

“If a steady income could be se- 
cured from express, similar to the mail, 
airlines would not be so much con- 
cerned as to where their ‘next meal’ is 
coming from. 

“One of the oldest merchandizing 
schemes, which has worked the world 


over and has proven itself to be a 
worthwhile plan, is to feature a leader— 
even at a sacrifice—to attract the volume 
which is the paying Now 
that all the airlines are under the air 
express division of the Railway Express 
Agency, the opportunity is ripe to 
establish a leader in merchandizing air 
express. 

“During the winter months an educa- 
tional rate of twenty-five cents for a 
one-fourth pound package and fifty 
cents for a one-half pound package, 
to be sent anywhere in the United 
States, might be offered in conjunction 
with an air express campaign. This 
would attract many users by giving them 
an opportunity to test the service, find 
out its merits, and go through the 
motions necessary to send an air ex- 
press package. All this is habit form- 
ing and educational and would be the 
come-on for additional business. 

“There certainly would be no profit 
in this enterprise except that chargeable 
to advertising and the additional ex- 
press which this ‘leader’ would attract. 

“The managers of buildings should 
be persuaded to establish air express 
pick-up boxes in order to group the 
shipments and cut down the pick-up 
and delivery costs. At the end of a 
nine-months’ campaign I am convinced 
that air express would really be estab- 
lished.” 


business 





SEEK 1ST CUSTOMER 


UAL Wants to Give Free Ride to 
Somebody 

Portland, Ore., Oct. 18—United Air 
Lines has started a search for the first 
Portlander to fly the coastwise airway 
when service was established 11 years 
ago. The man or woman who furnishes 
proof of having been the original 
revenue passenger on the scheduled trip 
of Pacific Air Transport, predecessor 
division of United Air Lines, will be 
awarded a courtesy flight from Port- 
land to San Francisco and back aboard 
one of the Mainliners. 

N. B. Rader, district traffic manager, 
announced that United recently carried 
its millionth passenger and claims an 
international air travel record of 475,- 
000,000 revenue passenger miles. W. 
A. Patterson, president of the company, 
states that at the present rate of 300,000 
passengers a year, United should com- 
plete transportation of its second mil- 
lionth passenger in less than four years. 


SURGEONS MEET 
Discuss Functions of Eyes, Ears in 
Military Aviation 
Los Angeles, Oct. 17—The forty-fifth 
annual convention of the Association of 
Military Surgeons of the United States 
was held here Oct. 14-16 inclusive. 
Importance of proper understanding of 
the functions of eyes and ears in mili- 
tary aviation was discussed by the 500 
service surgeons at the first meeting. 
“Eyes in Blind Flying’ and “Ears 
in Aviation” were two of the topics 
discussed. Captain Frederick Ceres of 

the U. S. Navy, led the discussions. 

“The eye today in aviation really is 
the instrument board,” he said. “If the 
pilot can see the instrument board, he 
can fly in safety.” 

Jamaica Builds Airport 

Kingston, Jamaica, Oct. 17—The 
Jamaican government announced today 
that it will construct a modern airport 
at Plum Point here. 
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Late News 


The Eastern Aviation Planning Con- 
ference which Gov. George Earle had 
planned to call for Nov. 5-6 at Har- 
risburg, Pa., has been postponed. Gov. 
Farle has found it impossible to ar- 
range his schedule to permit his at- 
tendance during the two days and has 
therefore decided to sponsor the meet- 
ings later, probably after the first of 
the year. 





The International News Service car- 
ried a news story out of Washington, 
October 27, under the by-line of Eric 
Freedheim, staff writer, stating that 
Fred D. Fagg, Jr., plans to resign the 
directorship of the Bureau of Air 
Commerce January 1. The article said 
internal rifts and disagreement over 
policies with his superiors was the 
cause of Mr. Fagg’s leaving at that 
early date, less than a year after assum- 
ing office. 


Appointment of Denis Mulligan, 
chief of the regulation and enforce- 
ment division of the Bureau of Air 
Commerce as an assistant director of 
the Bureau was announced Oct. 27. 
The statement said Mr. Mulligan 
would “share” with Director Fagg 
and Howard Rough, assistant director, 
the administrative duties of the Bu- 
reau. This is a reversion to the three- 
cornered directorship represented last 
year by the Vidal-Cone-Martin trium- 
virate which led to the abortive re- 
organization in March. Mr. Mulligan 
has been in the Solicitor’s office of the 
Department of Commerce. 


PERSONALS 














Myron Ubl, former football star at 
the University of Minnesota, has been 
appointed district traffic manager at 
Chicago for Northwest Airlines, accord- 
ing to announcement by Leslie B. Far- 
trington, general traffic manager. 


Stewardess Gladyce Putnam of United 

Air Lines on Oct. 11 married Joseph 
Vancil, passenger agent for the same 
line The marriage took place in 
Portland, Ore. Mary Keef, United 
stewardess, and Passenger Agent LeRoy 
W. Leech are to be married Nov. 13. 
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Legislative Committee Sessions End 


Executive sessions of the interdepartmental committee appointed by Secretary 
of Commerce Roper to appraise all aeronautical legislation now pending before 
Congress have continued during the past two weeks and ended October 28. 
Among witnesses heard have been Col. Edgar S. Gorrell, president of the Air 
Transport Association; Dr. W. W. Arrasmith, chairman of the aviation commis- 
sion of the American Legion; Frank J. Russell, of the Aircraft Manufacturers 
Association; Leighton Rogers, president of the Aeronautical Chamber of Com- 
merce, and Edward G. Hamilton, secretary of the Air Line Pilots Association. 

Mr. Rogers, speaking for the manufacturers, urged adoption by Congress of 
legislation which would place the scheduled airlines under the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, giving the airlines certificates of convenience and necessity 
in accordance with the established practice of the Commission. He did not men- 
tion the McCarran-Lea Air Carrier Bill by name but his plea was taken as mean- 
ing that the manufacturers wholeheartedly endorsed this bill or at least an 
equivalent measure. Although most of the witnesses refused to comment on their 
testimony, Mr. Rogers released a mimeographed copy of what he told the com- 
mittee. It is understood that Col. Gorrell intends to follow the same procedure. 

Just what the committee, which is headed by Col. J. Monroe Johnson, Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce, intends to recommend is not clear, but it is believed that 
every member of the committee with the probable exception of Col. Johnson 
favors enactment of the McCarran-Lea Air Carrier Bill or a suitable equivalent. 
It is not expected that the findings of the committee will be made known until 
later in November, with the report going directly to the President. The De 
partments of State, War, Navy, Treasury, Commerce and Post Office are repre- 
sented on the committee. 


Congress Convenes Noy. 15 


Congress convenes in special session November 15 with every bill introduced in 
the last session and not acted upon remaining in the position it occupied when 
Congress adjourned a few months ago. As far as the status of bills is con- 
cerned, the special session does not differ from the regular session scheduled to 
start early next year, since these sessions are all a part of the 75th Congress. 

Because of other pressing matters, it is not likely that aviation legislation will 
receive immediate attention, although proponents of the McCarran-Lea Air Car- 
rier Bill plan to bring it up for action in both houses at the earliest possible 
moment. Both Senators Pat McCarran and Harry S. Truman are determined to 
push the bill through the Senate. “We're going to get this bill through if it’s 
the last thing we do,” Senator Truman told AMERICAN AVIATION. It is expected 
that the President will issue a message or statement concerning aviation legislation 
but whether or not he favors enactment of the MtCarran-Lea Bill, the chances of 
its passage at the special or regular sessions before spring are considered excellent. 

Awaiting Several Reports 

Observers judge it too early to make further predictions but aviation’s part in 
this winter's legislative picture will be much more clear by November 15. A 
number of factors must be considered. One is the impending report of the Mari- 
time Commission which will make recommendations for foreign air commerce. 
Another is the administration’s interdepartmental committee which will report 
to the President before the session opens Nov. 15. Another are recurring reports 
of changes in high governmental positions which may affect the status of the 
Post Office, the War Department, and the Commerce Department, and, subse- 
quently, affect policies on legislation. 

McCarran-Lea Bill Stronger 

The one certain factor is that the McCarran-Lea Bill is in a far stronger posi- 
tion than ever before. And although the administration may well be expected to 
oppose its passage, the McCarran-Crosser air safety bill which would remove air 
safety regulations from the Department of Commerce to the I. C. C., is believed 
to be in a much more favorable position. 

Newspapers Getting Interested 

Another significant factor is the interest for the first time of several leading 
newspapers in aviation legislation. The Baltimore Sun, for example, has been 
carrying unusually enlightened articles, which give rise to a belief that the White 
House is going to see to it that legislation of some sort will pass this winter. 





Oklahoma Plans State Convention Nov. 20, 
Prelude to Southern Conference in 1938 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 21—An Okla- first of the year and designed to bring 


homa State Aviation Convention has together aviation interests of Texas, 
been called for Nov. 20 at Oklahoma Arkansas, Louisiana and other South- 
City, according to announcement by western states. According to advance 
Moss Patterson, general chairman. The information, it will ‘“‘out-convention the 


West Coast convention held at Sacra- 
mento in September.” Stanley Draper, 
secretary of the Oklahoma City Cham- 
ber of Commerce, is among the organ- 
izers. 


convention will bring together all avia- 
tion interests in the state to discuss the 
state air marking program, ways and 
means of maintaining WPA-built air- 
ports, promotion of air travel, and 
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STOP SCHEDULED 
GCA OPERATIONS 


Ruckstell Announces End of Scenic 
Run Oct. 18 But Charter Service 
to Continue 
_G. E. Ruckstell, president of Grand 
Canyon Airlines, announced in Wash- 
ington Oct. 21 that scheduled opera- 
tions of his airline ceased on Monday, 
Oct. 18, and would not be revived. 
Ruckstell holds the extensive tour con- 
cessions known as Grand Canyon- 
Boulder Dam Tours, Inc., granted by 
the National Park Service, for the 

Boulder Dam recreational area. 

Operations will be restricted in the 
future to scenic and charter flights, with 
Boulder City, Nev., as the base. Scenic 
operations will continue from Grand 
Canyon, Ariz, and other points. 

Since July, 1935, Ruckstell has main- 
tained scheduled airline service between 
South Rim, Grand Canyon, and Boulder 
City, Nev., with connections at Las 
Vegas for incoming and outgoing pas- 
sengers on Western Air Express. Ruck- 
stell has four tri-motored Fords, two 
of which may be sold with the curtail- 
ment of service. 

It is expected that should Trans- 
continental & Western Air, Inc., be 
granted permission by the Post Office 
Department to stop both its Los Angeles 
and San Francisco routes at Boulder 
City, that TWA will actually assume 
the scheduled operation on the 150- 
mile route served up until Oct. 18 by 
G. C. A. Ruckstell said his decision 
to stop operation would not be affected 
by the Post Office decision. 

Should TWA win its case before the 
P.O., it is expected that several of 
GCA's employees would be taken over. 
Ruckstell’s view is that if TWA wins 
the case, his own operations would be 
superfluous since TWA would operate 
over the same route, and if TWA 
doesn’t win its stop at Boulder City, 
there is not enough business to warrant 
a scheduled line by an independent. 

Ruckstell said he hoped to open up 
a passenger and express service between 
Phoenix and Boulder City sometime in 
the near future, thus making Grand 
Canyon and Boulder Dam areas avail- 
able by air from the winter resort sec- 
tion at Phoenix and tapping American 
Airlines transcontinental route at that 
point. He expects to obtain a 
star air mail route next year for carry- 
ing all classes of mail across Grand 
Canyon and to isolated communities, 
and will open up a charter service to 
Death Valley later on. 

Two runways at Boulder City Air- 
port are being lengthened to 6,000 feet 
and a third runway is being constructed 
for 5,200 feet. The airport on the south 
rim of Grand Canyon is also being 
enlarged and improved 


also 


Turner Sets Record 
Cincinnati, Oct 18—Col. Roscoe 
Turner yesterday flew from Detroit to 
Cincinnati, a distance of 236 miles, in 
claims 


49 minutes, and a new speed 
record between the two points. Col. 
Turner flew a low-wing monoplane 
powered with a 1,200-horsepower en- 


gine and attained a speed of 288 miles 
an hour 





future methods of aiding aviation 
through a designated state agency. 

Jerry Sass, sportsman pilot, is as- 
sistant chairman, Keith Kahle, editor 
and publisher of Taxi-Strip is chairman 
of the program, and Bennie Turner, 
publicity chairman. Herb Howell will 
be in charge of the dinner dance which 
will close the day's meetings. 

The state convention is planned as 
a build-up for a Southern Aviation Con- 
vention to be held sometime after the 





Incorporated 





HAVE YOU A PRODUCTION PROBLEM? 


Let us help you solve it. Our stainless steel rudders, ailerons, 
surfaces and tanks are now going into U.S. Army regular service. 


THE STAINLESS STEEL SPECIALISTS 





Bristol, Pennsylvania 





Phone Bristol 867 




























































































16 


American Aviation for November l, 


P. O. Advertises for Bids on 2 
New Alaskan Air Mail Routes 


Opening to be Held Dec. 17 for Juneau—Whitehorse and Fair- 
banks—-Whitehorse Routes; First Surcharge Air Mail for 
Territory 


The first step in the establishment 
of a trunk line air mail route from 
Fairbanks and Juneau, Alaska, into the 
United States was taken Oct. 16 when 
the Post Office Department issued ad- 
vertisements for two important air mail 
routes in Alaska. 

One of these routes is from Juneau, 
the capital of Alaska, to Whitehorse, 
Yukon Territory, Canada, a distance of 
168 miles. The other is from Fair- 
banks, the principal business and dis- 
tributing center in middle northern 
Alaska, to Whitehorse, a distance of 
492 miles. 

It is hoped that within the next year 
or two a route can be established from 
some point in the United States to con- 
nect at Juneau or Whitehorse with the 
routes now being advertised. Bids of 
these routes will be opened in the 
office of the Second Assistant Post- 
master General on Wednesday, Dec. 15, 
at noon. 

These routes, connecting at White- 
horse, will afford a through or con- 
necting service from Juneau to Fair- 
banks, from which point several star 
air mail routes are now operating to 
distant points in the Territory, among 
them the important routes from Fair- 
banks to Nome, 524 miles, and from 
Fairbanks to Bethel, 540 miles. 

The Juneau-Fairbanks air mail serv- 
ice will have once-a-week round trip 
schedules and will connect at Juneau 
with the mail and passenger steamers 
from Seattle. The planes will cover 
the distance in four or five hours, ad- 
vancing mails, passengers and express 
five days. 

The successful bidders on these two 
new routes will be required to begin 
operations not later than six months 
from the date of the awards of the 
contracts. The terms of the contracts 
will be for three years. The routes 
are being advertised under the Foreign 
Air Mail Act and will be operated as 
foreign air mail routes because of the 
fact that Whitehorse is in the Yukon 
Territory, which is owned by Canada. 

These routes will be the first to 
come under Public Law 327, passed at 
the last session of Congress, providing 
for a surcharge on air mail in Alaska. 
The surcharge may not exceed 30 cents 
an ounce or 15 cents a half an ounce. 
Postage rates for these particular routes 
will be announced later. 

The Post Office Department will re- 
quire that multi-motored planes, with a 
cargo capacity sufficient to provide ac- 
commodations for at least 10 passen- 
gers and substantial quantities of mail 
and express, be used by the successful 
bidders. 

Three routes are being considered as 
possible links from the United States. 
One possibility is a line from Seattle, 
Wash., via Ketchikan and Petersburg: 
to Juneau; another is from Spokane, 
Wash., to Edmonton, Canada, and 
thence to Whitehorse; and another is 
from Great Falls, Mont., to Edmonton 
and Whitehorse. 

The Post Office Department hopes in 
the near future to establish an air mail 
route from Cordova, Valdez, Seward 
and Anchorage to Tanacross, where it 
will connect with the Seltenien Donnas 
line. AMERICAN AVIATION _ learned 


from the Railway Adjustment Division 
in September that this proposed route 
was to be submitted to the Bureau of 
the Budget in an attempt to secure an 
appropriation. 





Hunter’s 4c Cut Rate 


Croil Hunter, president of North- 
west Airlines, probably had the oddest 
salary in the air transport industry last 
year. In a report filed with the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission in 
Washington on Sept. 22, it was listed 
at $9,999.96. Cookie-pushers in Wash- 
ington remarked that four cents was 
a helluva small cut rate from ten thou- 
sand berries even on Bargain Day. 


WAE’s September Record 


Los Angeles, Oct. 18—Alvin P. 
Adams, president of Western Air Ex- 
press, stated last week that WAE had 
flown 1,000,000 passenger miles dur- 
ing September, establishing an all-time 
record. A total of 3,500 passengers 
was carried over the company’s system 
from Great Falls to San Diego, in 
September establishing still another 
record, Adams said. Approximately 
65,000 pounds of mail was carried, an 
increase of 20 percent over September 
of last year. Air express carried totalled 
20 tons. 


SPA Elects Officers 


The Sportsman Pilots’ Association at 
its annual convention, held in Atlantic 
City Oct. 16-17, elected the following 
officers for the coming year: «Charles 
A. Hinsch, president; John D. Burn- 
ham, vice-president; Henry King, vice- 
president; W. R. Enyart, treasurer, and 
C. H. Warrington, secretary. Plans for 
the coming year have not been formu- 
lated as yet. 


Taylorcraft Agency 

Pittsburgh, Aug. 9—A sales base 
has been opened up at Allegheny Air- 
port by Kenneth “Curly” Lovejoy for 
Taylorcraft. Lovejoy has been asso- 
ciated with D. Barr Peat, Taylorcraft 
distributor, who has sold sixteen and 
delivered six of the new light-weight 
planes. This is the second dealership 
to be maintained at the airport. 


1937 


SULLIVAN MOVES 


Penn-Central Traffic Manager Goes to 
Cleveland 

Edward Sullivan, for three years sta- 
tioned in Washington, D. C., as assist- 
ant district traf- 
fic manager for 
Penns ylvania 
Airlines, and 
since November, 
1936, as district 
trafhc manager 
for Pennsyl- 
vania- Central 
Airlines, has 
been transferred 
to Cleveland 
where he is dis- 
trict traffic manager for the Cleveland 
and Akron territory. 

Twenty-eight years old and a native 
of Kansas, Sullivan won many friends 
in the national capital. In 1935 he 
married Marian Ryan, of Washington, 
and they have a two-months old daugh- 
ter, Mary Ann. Sullivan is a graduate 
of Kansas State College. 


URQUHART PROMOTED 


Named District Traffic Manager for 
PCA at Washington 

James O. Urquhart has been named 
district traffic manager for Pennsyl- 
vania Central Air- 
lines at Washing- 
ton, D. C., it has 
been announced by 
Donald A. Duff, 
trafic manager of 
the Washington- 
Buffalo division. 

Urquhart, whose 
home is at Alexan- 
dria, Va., has been 
associated with 
Penn Central since 
Jan., 1935 and has lately served as 
assistant station manager for the line 
at Washington Airport. 











Erects Hangar 

Colville, Wash., Oct. 18—Mayor W. 
G. Hartwell recently granted A. Hein- 
ricks a permit to erect a fire-proof 
hangar at the Colville Airport. Hein- 
ricks has completed requirements for 
a pilot's license and is negotiating for 
the purchase of a modern plane. 





New Alaska Air Mail Routes 
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Solid black lines show the Juneau-Whitehorse route, 168 miles, and the 
Whitehorse-Fairbanks route, 492 miles, advertised for bids by the Post Office 


Department. 


The dotted lines are existing star air mail routes (all classes of 


mail carried with no surcharge) and the line from Whitehorse through Fort 
Nelson and continuing southward to Edmonton is the existing Canadian airline 
operated by United Air Transport, Ltd., of Edmonton, Canada. 





STATIC CONDITION 
CAUSED WAE CRASH 


Board Decides Plane’s Range Re. 
ceivers Were Inoperative, Causing 
Pilot To Miss Intersection 

A local static condition which ren. 
dered both range receivers in the 
plane inoperative so that the pilots were 
unable to identify the south leg of ¢! 
Salt Lake radio range, was given 
the cause of the Western Air Exp 
crash last December 15, 23 miles s 
east of Salt Lake City. 

This was the decision of the Bu 
of Air Commerce investigation board 
Members of the board were Glen D 
Woodmansee, James E. Read and W., EF 
Phelan, with U. D. Hammond and 
Preston G. Peterson as associate mem- 
bers. The report was released Oct 

The plane, a Boeing, model 247-D 
was scheduled from Burbank, Calif 


Salt Lake City, with an intermediate 


stop at Las Vegas. The crew was com. 
posed of S. J. Samson, pilot; Willian 
L. Bogan, copilot, and Gladys Witt, 
stewardess. 


the mountainous terrain and had 
weather conditions, the first parts of the 
wreckage were not located until July 
6, 1937. ja 

Flight from Kelly Field, Calif. to Las 
Vegas was on_ instruments and 
weather between the latter port and 
Salt Lake City was overcast, necessitat- 
ing over-top flying. Shortly after leav. 
ing Las Vegas, the pilot stated he could 
not hear the ground station (Las 
Vegas.) Las Vegas contacted the De- 
partment of Commerce radio station at 
Milford, Utah, stating that it could not 
contact Trip 6. Milford contacted the 
flight and all subsequent messages to 
the pilot were relayed through this sta- 
tion. 

The last message from the plane was 
at 2:27 a. m. when the pilot informed 
Milford that continuous range opera- 
tion was no longer necessary as he 
could see the Black Rock Beacon, 22 
miles ahead. 

The pilot should have turned off the 
Milford range on to the Salt Lake 
range where the latter intersects it 
The position of the accident indicates 
that he did not do this, but continued 
on the Milford range for a distance of 
2214 miles. The accident board stated 
that a local static condition rendered 
the plane’s range receivers inoperative 
and the intersection was missed. 

Lone Peak, where the accident oc- 
curred, is approximately 11,000 feet 
high. The plane was in normal at- 
titude, the wheels retracted and at no: 
mal cruising speed or better. Three 
watches were recovered, definitely fix- 
ing the time of the accident as 3:14 
a. m. 


Williamson Elected 
Seattle, Oct. 6—Edward B. William- 
son, former Royal Air Corps flyer, was 
elected president tonight of the Se- 
attle N.A.A. chapter. He succeeds 
former mayor Charles L. Smith. 
Joseph P. Adams, attorney, was elected 
vice president, Richard Rummel, 
elected secretary, and James G. 
Thwing, treasurer. Comdr. Arthur W. 


Radford, commandant of the Nava! 
Air Station at Sand Point, addressed 


the meeting. 


To Enlarge Air Force 

The Hague, Oct. 22—The Dutch 
Government today indicated that steps 
would be taken at the November scs- 
sion of Parliament to revamp the ¢n- 
tire air force of Holland. It is hoped 
that money will be appropriated for 
40 Fokkers, five air cruisers, new bom)- 
ing planes and new airports. 
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REVENUE PASSENGER MILES 


in 1937, Transport Ass’n. Says «0s 


Calendar Year Prediction Coincides Closely with P. O. 
Fiscal Year Figures; Operating Costs Show 
Sharp Upturn 


From all indications the airlines 
operating within the United States will 
do an annual business in 1937 amount- 
ing to $40,000,000, according to the 
Air Transport Association of America, 
of which Col. Edgar S. Gorrell is presi- 
dent 

This figure is for the calendar year, 
which coincides with the prediction of 
Charles P. Graddick, superintendent of 
the air mail service in the Post Office 
Department, that the airlines will gross 
$44,000,000 for the fiscal year July 1, 
1937 to June 30, 1938. 

This gross business is creditable, in 
Col. Gorrell’s opinion, considering the 
fact that although the airlines are per- 
forming increasingly efficient service this 
year, “it has cost them an increased 
amount of money to do so.” 

Labor costs have increased over 12%, 
Col. Gorrell said, while material costs 
have gone up 15% to 20%. On the 
other hand, passenger fares have not 
increased. More than one line has been, 
forced to spend an increased amount of 
money for safety aids. 

“When the railroads lowered their 
rates and put on air conditioned cars 
and streamliners, it was necessary for 
the airlines to place into service more 
luxurious equipment,” Col. Gorrell 
said. “The airline business is still a 
small industry. Last year the gross 
revenues of all of the domestic opera- 
tors was less than $37,000,000, which 
is about one-tenth of the gross revenue 
of a certain mail order house, which 
does not happen to be the largest in 
its particular field. 

“One of the railroads, out of the 
144 Class-A railroads in the United 
States, grossed about three times as 
much as all of the airlines combined. 

“The public often loses sight of the 
fact that although the air lines are 
important to the business and social 
life of the country, as well as to na- 
tional defense, they are still a small 
business. In fact, the model airplane 
industry is said to exceed the dollar 
business volume of the airlines. 

‘Probably one of the most significant 
announcements, as to the relative safety 
of the airlines, if not the most important 
announcement in the history of airline 
industry of the U. S., is the fact that 
air travel insurance is expected to be 
available by the end of the year at the 
low rate of 25 cents for $5,000 for each 
four hours or fraction hereof which 
converted to a mileage basis has been 
the established insurance rate for other 
forms of transportation.” 


N. Y. Air Express Record 
New York, Oct. 24—Railway Express 
Agency last week reported that air ex- 
press shipments in and out of New 
York City scored an all-time high of 
29,557 in September. Previous high 
nonth was March, when there were 
25,678 shipments. The September re- 
cord is 34 percent better than shipments 
luring the corresponding month last 


yCal 








Call For Bids on Lights 
Miles City, Mont., Oct. 15—City 
ncil recently adopted a motion to 
advertise for bids for the installation 
f floodlights at the Municipal Airport. 
When installation is completed it is 
hoped that Northwest Airlines will 
lake a night stop here. 














Airlines Hit Record 
Again for September 


The revenue passenger miles figure 
of the 16 airlines reporting to the Air 
Transport Association of America hit 
an all-time high in September when the 
total soared to 47,150,616. This is a 
gain of 5.7 percent over the 44,590,974 
revenue passenger miles reported for 
August and a 21.1 percent gain over 
the 38,932,000 reported last September. 

The previous record month was 
August and it is significant to note 
that that mark was bettered despite the 
fact that there was one less day in 
September. This increase is the sharp- 
est over 1936 since February. 

During the first part of October, 
traffic continued to resist usual seasonal 
influences and is still running at a 
record pace on most major airlines. It 
it probable, however, that figures will 
be lower following the recent Utah 
crash, if the industry’s past experience 
with accidents holds true. 


Inaugurate New Service 

Seattle, Oct. 17—Trans-Canada Air 
Lines today inaugurated a Sunday serv- 
ice between Seattle and Vancouver, B. 
C., using one of the company’s new 
Lockheed Electras. The plane leaves 
Seattle at 1 p.m., arrives at Vancouver 
at 1:50 p.m., leaves Vancouver, 3:45 
p.m., arrives Seattle, 4:35 p.m. 


Longest Air Shipment 

New York, Oct. 19—A 25 pound 
airplane engine replacement part for an 
engine in a Russian government air- 
plane at Point Barrow, Alaska, left 
here by air express today. This is said 
to be the longest air express shipment 
on record. United Air Lines carried the 
replacement on the first part of its 
journey. 
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More by Air than by Train 


That air traffic between New York and Chicago, two largest cities of the 
United States, is becoming of primary importance is the fact that the three air- 
lines operating between those cities—United, American and TWA—are now 
carrying more passengers than are carried by the excess fare trains between those 


points. 


This fact was made known Oct. 


21 by the Air Transport Association. 





Monterey Port Closed 


Monterey, Calif., Oct. 15—The new 
$100,000 municipal airport here was 
closed Sept. 27 and will remain closed 
until about Nov. 15 while WPA 
workers pave the runways with as- 
phalt and complete other improve- 
ments. Upon completion the airport 
will represent an investment of $75,000 
to $80,060 of federal funds, and $15,- 
000 to $20,000 of Monterey city funds. 


Reopen Pomona Airport 

Pomona, Calif., Oct. 15—Pomona 
Airport was reopened recently under 
the management of Joe Plosser and 
Ab Powell, both of Glendale. Powell 
leased the port, which has been in- 
active for the past four months, from 
Fred Olds of Los Angeles. The two 
men will have several planes for stu- 
dent instruction, charter service and 
scenic trips. 





Massing of Aircraft Production on 
West Coast Assailed by E. B. Wilford 


Belief that production of aircraft 
should not be concentrated in one 
section along the West Coast was ex- 
pressed by E. Burke Wilford, presi- 
dent of Pennsylvania Aircraft Syndi- 
cate, Philadelphia, on a recent visit to 
Washington to confer with govern- 
ment officials. 

“Per unit cost of military aircraft 
must come down,” he said. “As long 
as the major share of production is 
concentrated on the West Coast, the 
government will continue to pay high 
prices for its airplanes. What the 
military branches need right now are 
more planes but they can’t get them 
with the per unit cost so high. 

“It is far more economical to pro- 
duce in the east. The West Coast is 
tied up with labor trouble, materials 
are higher in cost, harder to get and 
delivery takes longer. It is more diffi- 
cult to work closely with the govern- 
ment when the factories are so far 
from the nation’s capital. 

There is not a single aircraft engine 
used in military planes that is manu- 
factured in the west, and engines in 


modern planes account for thirty per 
cent of the weight. It means shipping 
engines and materials all the way to 
the West Coast when the production 
should be centered around the source 
of major supplies. 


“From the standpoint of national 
defense, this concentration is particu- 
larly bad. Should we have war with 
Japan, there would be serious danger 
of espionage with the heavy popula- 
tion of Japanese centered in the same 
section with the aircraft factories. 

“It isn’t that there is any lack of 
factories in the east. There is plenty 
of factory space and plenty of com- 
panies. The government should build 
them up in the same way that it has 
built up the West Coast companies 
with contracts.” 

Wilford believes the Congressional 
bloc of Southern California is respon- 
sible for favoritism in the awarding 
of contracts to that particular area 
and believes the eastern manufacturers 
should form a cohesive unit to exert 
more influence in the national capital. 


WASP LICENSE TO 
AUSTRALIAN FIRM 


Pratt & Whitney Gives Manufacturing 
Rights of Series H Engines to 
Commonwealth Corp. 


Hartford, Conn., Oct. 14—Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft, subsidiary of United 
Aircraft Corp., announced yesterday 
that the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corp. Proprietary, Ltd., of Melbourne, 
Australia has been granted a license 
to manufacture the Pratt and Whitney 
series H Wasp engine. 

This is the first engine selected to 
be built as part of the Australian pro- 
gram of national defense. Selection 
was made after an Australian repre- 
sentative had made an extended tour 
of factories in the United States, Eng- 
land, France, Germany and Holland. 

The new company will also manu- 
facture the North American NA-16 
two-place military airplane in which 
the Wasp engine is standard equip- 
ment. 

Commonwealth Aircraft was incor- 
porated by a group of industrial con- 
cerns in Australia. Shareholders in- 
clude Broken Hill Proprietary Co., 
largest iron and steel concern in Aus- 
tralia; Broken Hill Associated Smel- 
ters Proprietary, Electrolytic Zinc Co. 
of Australia, Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries of Australia and New Zeal- 
and, Orient Steam Navigation Co. 
and General Motors-Holden’s. 





CLASSIFIED ADS 


7¢ per word—minimum charge $1.00— 
Payable in advance 





1936 PORTERFIELD: brakes, tailwheel, 
speedring $1175. Taylorcraft demon- 
strators. Cubs, $750 up. Kinner Gee 
Bee, brakes steel prop $875. Best OX 
Bird in the country $650. OX Wacos 
$250 up. Many other ships. All ships 
licensed and in fine condition. Donald 
Hood, Fort Hill, Northampton, Mass. 


FOR SALE—Wright 420 powered Beech- 
craft same model as Bendix winner ex- 
cellent condition one of finest ships in 
America. Col . H. Stackpole, Tele- 
graph Press, Harrisburg, Pa. 
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Glenn L. Martin Co. Reports 
$492,532 Net Quarterly Profit 


Has Nine-Month Profit of $1,018,839, or $1.17 a Share; Plant 
Expansion Program to be Completed Dec. 1 


Baltimore, Oct. 15—Glenn L. Mar- 
tin Company reports net profit of 
$492,532 for the quarter ended Sept. 
30. This profit is after interest de- 
preciation and federal income taxes 
but before any provision for possible 
excess profits and undistributed earn- 
ings taxes and is equal to 56 cents 
a share on 870,041 shares of one dol- 
lar par capital stock. 

With the completion of the Sep- 
tember quarter, the company reports 
a nine months’ profit of $1,018,839, 
equal to $1.17 a share. 

Profit for the June quarter this 
year was $186,838, or 21 cents a share 
on 869,625 shares of capital stock, and 
for the March quarter profit was 
$339,469, or 40 cents a share on 
870,041 shares. 

Current assets at the end of the 
September quarter including $3,056,- 
990 cash and $4,242,606 in inventories 
amounted to $7,552,005. Current lia- 
bilities were $2,580,617. On Dec. 31, 
1936, the company showed cash of 
$3,677,527, inventories of $2,092,721, 
current assets of $5,819,156, and cur- 
rent liabilities of $864,341. 

Total assets on Sept. 30 were 
$11,215,361 as compared with $8,458,- 
884 on Dec. 31, 1936. Capital surplus 
was $6,988,863, and deficit from 
operations was $229,161. 

The income account for the Septem- 
ber quarter was as follows: Net sales, 
including license fees and royalties, 
$3,218,750; costs and expenses, $2,- 
570,038; profit from _ operations, 
$648,712; other income, $16,013; total 
income, $664,725: interest, amortiza- 
tion, etc., $15,726; provision for nor- 
mal federal income taxes, $87,000; 
other deductions, $69,467; net profit, 
$492,532. 

The company received new orders 
amounting to $5,302,416 during the 
third quarter, running the present 
backlog to $13,490,329. 

The new engineering building, part 
of Glenn L. Martin's plant expansion 
program, will be completed by Dec. 
1 and other improvements will be 
finished by the first of the year. 





S. E. C. 











Northwest Airlines 

Northwest Airlines, Inc., on Sept. 
22 filed a registration statement with 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion covering a new issue of 10,000 
shares of common stock. 

The company has informed the SEC 
that the entire 10,000 shares will be 
purchased by the Milwaukee Company, 
underwriters, at $10 a share. This 
company will then offer 7,500 shares 
to B. Nicoll and Company of New 
York at $10 a share and sell the rest 
to the public at $11.25 a share. 

B. Nicoll and Co. has advised North- 
west that if it purchases the 7,500 
shares, it expects to resell such shares 
to two other persons at $11.20 a share. 

Northwest Airlines will use the pro- 
ceeds of the issue for working capital. 
In its registration statement the com- 
pany states that for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1937, the net income 
was equal to 56 cents a share on the 
common stock. Allowing for the 
10,000 new shares, this total would be 
53 cents a share. 

Salaries listed include L. M. Leffing- 
well, president, $17,500 a year; Croil 


Hunter, vice-president and general man- 
ager, $9,999,96, and E. I. Whyatt, sec- 
retary and treasurer, $6,000 a year. 


Security Aircraft 

The registration statement of the Se- 
curity Aircraft Corporation, covering 
its latest stock issue, became effective 
Oct. 6. 

Of 210,000 shares; of common stock, 
44,487 had been scld intrastate as of 
Aug. 25. The remaining 165,513 will 
be publicly offered at one dollar a 
share. Rutland, Edwards and Com- 
pany, underwriters, will receive 17,654 
as stockholders of the predecessor cor- 


poration. The underwriters are to re- 
ceive 12,500 shares for promotional 
services. 


The company plans to use the pro- 
ceeds for equipment and working capi- 
tal. For the five months to June 30, 
Security reports a net loss of $8,267.81. 

W. B. Kinner, president of the com- 
pany, receives $4,800 a year and will 
receive 25,000 shares of the new issue 
for promotional services. H. H. Green, 
secretary and promoter, receives $1,800 
a year. 


Grumman Amendment 

Grumman Aircraft Engineering 
Corporation on Oct. 13 filed an 
amendment with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission changing the 
underwriting commitments on its pro- 
posed common stock offering as fol- 
lows: Gibson Lee and Co., to pur- 
chase 5,000 shares, subject to war- 
rants, 3,000 shares; Hemphill Noyes 
and Co. to purchase 40,000 shares, sub- 
ject to warrants, 17,000 shares; Hay- 
den Stone and Co. to purchase 25,000 
shares, subject to warrants, 10,000 
shares; G. M. P. Murphy and Co. to 
purchase 25,000 shares, subject to 
warrants, 10,000 shares. 


7 Speedster Orders 


The Rearwin Airplane Company, 
Kansas City, Kans., has received orders 
for seven of its new Speedster model, 
although the plane has not yet gone into 
production. Two will be shipped to 
South Africa, one to Peru, and the re- 
maining four to purchasers in this 
country. Powered with an_ in-line 
Menasco engine, the new model is re- 
ported to have a speed of more than 
20% greater over radial-powered 
models sold previously. 





New Endurance Record 
Detroit, Oct. 22-—-An unofficial en- 
durance flight record for airplanes 
under 1,000 pounds was established 
yesterday by Charles Davis and Gottlieb 
Bauer. They remained aloft 34 hours 
and 21 minutes, battling wind and rain. 
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CONTRACTS 


The Department of Labor announced 
the following contracts amounting to 
$32,441.80, signed during the week of 
Oct. 14 by various government agencies: 

Upson-Walton Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 
aircraft cable, U. S. Navy, $13,419.00. 

Barnard Manufacturing Corp., New- 
ark, N. J., aircraft fittings, Army Air 
Corps, $19,022.80. 











The Labor Department announced 
the following contracts awarded during 
the week ended October 21: 

The Fitzgerald Manufacturing Com- 

any, Torrington, Conn., airplane gas- 
kets, Philadelphia Navy Yard, $14,- 
900.00. 

United Aircraft Corp., Pratt and 
Whitney Aircraft Division, E. Hartford, 
Conn., aircraft engines, Treasury, $40,- 
525.44. 

War Department 

The War Department on Oct. 20 
announced that the following contracts, 
amounting to $624,720.85, had been 
awarded: 

United Aircraft Corp., Hamilton 
Standard Propellers Division, propellers 
and spare parts, $378,000. 

Pump Engineering Service Corp., 
Cleveland, Ohio, 200 vacuum pumps 
for installation on airplanes now in 
process of manufacture, $66,395.40. 

Electric Storage Battery Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio, 660 aircraft storage bat- 
teries for use in maintaining airplanes 
now in service, $104,400.45. 

J. Laskin and Sons, Milwaukee, Wis., 
shearling material to be used in the 
manufacture of winter flying garments, 
$75,925.00. 


N. A. Gets Contract 

The War Department on Oct. 21 an- 
nounced the awarding of a contract to 
the North American Aviation Corp. of 
Inglewood, Calif. for the construction 
of 55 additional model O-47A observa- 
tion airplanes and spare parts at a cost 
of $1,731,407.08. The contract does 
not include engines and certain other 
equipment furnished by the government. 
Forty-eight of the planes will be used 
by the National Guard and seven for 
regular Army units. The original con- 
tract entered into with North Amer- 
ican in February of this year for this 
type of airplane, 109 in number, in- 
volved a total expenditure of $3,429,- 
600. 


Confer on Airport 
Columbiana, Ala., Oct. 20—Repre- 
sentatives of the Alabama Aviation Com- 
mission and the WPA visited here to- 
day to discuss with city officials plans 
for reconditioning of Columbiana field, 
now closed. In the party were E. D. 
Clark, WPA field engineer; W. A. 
Cone, WPA area supervisor, Captain 
Hester Smith, airport engineer, and 

Asa Rountree, of the A. A. C. 





Behind the Stock Market Slump 


Several aviation companies are afraid 
they will wake up some morning about 
the time of the next stockholders’ meet- 
ing and find themselves under new 
ownership. 

There is more than a faint belief in 
the industry that the stock market slide 
was no mere accident, that it was man- 
ipulated by certain strong banking in- 
terests to obtain controlling interests in 
various corporations. Certainly all avia- 
tion stocks were being offered on the 
bargain counter, well under their true 
market value. Any strong financial 


group could have picked up a control- 
ling interest in any one of a number 
of aviation companies when selling was 
at its height. 

“We really don’t have any idea who 
owns our company,” one executive said 
when the stock market had its most 
hectic day. “Management owns very 
little. When we send out notices for 
annual meetings, proxies come in from, 
stock brokers all over the country and 
we don’t know who actually owns the 
stock. I wouldn't be surprised if con- 
trolling interests in some aviation com- 
panies were picked up in the decline.” 


MENASCO REPORTS 
°37 LOSS $23,722 


Attributes This to Increased Costs and 
Delays in Material Deliveries 

Los Angeles, Oct. 15—Menasco Man. 
ufacturing Co. reports a net loss of 
$23,722.48 for the fiscal year ended 
June 30, last. This compares with , 
profit of $10,647 for the previous yea; 
and a loss of $4,172 for the fiscal yea; 
ended June 30, 1935. 

Net sales for the past fiscal 
were $160,653.27, an increase of ap. 
proximately 58 percent over the pre. 
vious fiscal year when sales of $10}. 
558.57 were reported. 

The balance sheet as of June 39 
shows current assets of $237,661.96. 
as compared with current liabilities 
of $37,108.98. Total assets are $560.. 
711.06 against $344,525 last year. Lia. 
bilities contain a property purchase 
item of $22,296.79, less $1,835.07 due 
within one year and included in the 
current liabilities. 

A. S. Menasco, president, in his an- 
nual letter to stockholders, attributes 


the loss to increased costs and de. 
layed deliveries of materials from 
eastern venders, in addition to lack 


of equipment and facilities in the ori- 
ginal quarters for economical opera- 
tions. The company has purchased a 
new factory site in which it expects 
to be located before the end of this 
year. Menasco said that this will en- 
able the company to become further 
independent of the venders and _in- 
crease the economy of operations. 

The foundry, screw machine and 
other departments have been enlarged 
and a complete magnaflux department 
has been installed to take care of the 
greater volume of business now in 
sight. 


Aeronautic Exports 
Hit Record in Aug. 


Exports of aeronautic products from 
the United States during August totalled 
$5,158,818, hitting a new record high 
This total is about 75 percent higher 
than the previous month and _ almost 
125 percent greater than August of last 
year. 

China was the leading buyer, pur- 
chasing 22 planes and spare parts, tota 
ling $1,189,178. Total exports in- 
cluded 83 land planes, three seaplanes 
and 79 engines. 





Thirteen countries purchased mor 
than $100,000 worth of aeronautics 
products during August. They are, in 
order, as follows: 

Dh. cvsciwasteacetninekddewe $1,189,1 
BEEN cccccccescescesese 906.4 
Serr 880,70 
PEED sonceecevcencseossees 272,54 
SEE Sensecesekessdoceses 181,5 
PEE Ge cecosuenncecceseseos 152.6 
SE £660006000006006h4n0600 152.1 
DE cébeectenckicaseuedbies 145,% 
DL S6etveenseresensesesceee 141,250 
United Eimg@om .....cccocs 125,2 
|; UO "=e 123,80 
CET §eccceconscesovesese 110,06 
Czechoslovakia ............. 105,88 


Through August of this year, & 
ports exceeded by about 75 percent 
those of the similar 1936 period. 








American Claims Record 
Chicago, Oct. 22—An American At 
lines’ transport with 17 passengets 
aboard yesterday flew from Chicago 
Cincinnati in one hour and 20 minutes, 
averaging 203 miles an hour. This 
a new record for the run, normal speed 
over this route being 150 miles a 
hour. L. B. VanMeter and C. C. Mit 
chell were the pilots. They were aided 
by a strong tail wind and at one tim 
hit 283 miles an hour. 
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NORTH AMERICAN EXPECTS TO 
ENDIN BLACK FOR 1937; EAL GAINS 


unufacturing and Airlines Divisions Show Third 
Quarter Increases; Backlog Hits $9,200,000 


of With Substantial Deliveries Booked 





ha e manufacturing and airlines divi- 
of North American Aviation, Inc. 











ear r ed a substantial increase in third 
qu. ter operations over a like 1936 
per od and indications are that gains 
wil be still larger in the fourth quarter 
ot Ss year. 
l. st half net in the manufacturing 
: di yn this year was $65,564, which 
i was under the $86,027 net for a similar 
—_ 193 period. Preliminary figures how- 
oye eve show that for the first nine 
"4 mon'hs of this year North American's 
wee pr were approximately $270,000, be- 
ye fore federal income taxes, as compared 
ee wit! $144,957 for the first nine months 
** B of (936. During the third quarter of 
an. | last year, the company sustained a 
ave §6.5i4 loss from operations. 
de \ ith considerable profits likely for 
om the fourth quarter, North American 
lack fF should be in the black for the year 
ori- & by substantial margin. Profits for 
era- 1936 were $4,229. There are 3,435,033 
da @ sh of capital stock outstanding of 
ects vi 1,000,061 are owned by Gen- 
this efi Motors. 
> proximately $9,200,000 in unfilled 
ther s are at present on the books of 
i & the engineering and manufacturing divi- 
=e comparing with $5,231,000 at the 
eon: end of last year. Considerable deliveries 
8 are booked against these orders so that 
the this livision, which showed a loss of 
. $160,936 in 1936, should show a nice 
; pri tor 1937. 

Eastern Air Lines, North American's 
nsport division, showed a 32 per- 
gain in revenue passenger miles 

f he third quarter of this year 

ig. 1 like period last year. In Sep- 
Eastern flew 4,575,436 revenue 

rom passenger miles against 4,268,783 in 
led HF August and 3,443,385 in September, 
igh 19 Last year the line showed a 


cher fm profit of $168,602 and in spite of higher 
| it is probable that this year’s 
will exceed that amount. 


last HH hg 


Traffic to Florida shows indications 
of being heavier this year and Eastern 
is planning to operate four and possibly 
five round trip flights daily between 
New York and Miami, as against three 
during the 1936-1937 winter season. 
Three round trips daily will be run be- 
tween Chicago and Miami, comparing 
with two a year ago. A non-stop sched- 


ule between Newark and Miami on a 
seven-hour schedule will be run for 
the first time. 
Cessna Exports Ten 
Planes to 7 Nations 
Wichita, Kansas, Oct. 24—Dwane 


L. Wallace, president of Cessna Air- 
craft Company, reported recently that 
during the first nine months of this 
year, the company exported 10 planes 
to seven foreign countries. This is 
double the number exported during the 
same period last year and exceeds the 
total of nine shipped abroad during the 
full year 1936. 

A still greater increase in exports is 
expected during the last quarter. For- 
eign deliveries during the first three 
quarters have included shipment of two 


planes each to Australia, Philippine 
Islands and Canada. A single delivery 
was made in South Africa, Portuguese 


West Africa, 


Phillips Buys AEC 

Los Angeles, Oct. 11—Phillips Avia- 
tion Company has acquired substanti- 
ally all of the assets of Aero Engineer- 
ing Corporation, according to announce- 
ment by James A. Phillips, Jr., gen- 
eral manager. Aero Engineering was 

development company responsible for 
the design, engineering and construc- 
tion of the Aeroneer, for which an Ap- 
proved Type Certificate is being sought 
from the Bureau of Air Commerce. 


England and Alaska. 
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New York Stock Exchange 








Anes Week Ending October 16 Week Ending October 23 
Net Net 
High Low Change Sales High Low Change Sales 
m Cp. of Del. 414 234 —l', 40,400 + 214 + 34 4,870 
Aviation ..... 15 1214 —215 14,400 1334 814 — 4 58,700 
Airplane ..... 2734 241, —15, 43,500 2515 16 —53,4 71,900 
idated Aircraft 15!'2 121!, —23, 6,909 1234 8 23 15,400 
s-Wright ... 414 3 —l', 94.600 4 2 + 15 242,500 
s-Wright A 1434 1143 —27, 18,200 12'% 81, —1! 59,600 
is Aircraft 4034 36 —l7, 34,500 3835 265 —65, 47.900 
L. Martin 187% 1512 —3 12,800 15'2 10 —23, 18,500 
Aviation Corp. 91, 7 —214 2,300 8 615 1, 7,109 
lerican Aviation 733 3 — 14 122,600 
aes 15 1314 — 4 25,200 14'2 10 —114 58.800 
son Products 20 1633 —37g 3,900 17 10 —114 16,500 
EA Ee A CE 83, 63,4 —114 10,200 714 4 — 5 31,400 
Air Lines 1014 914 —114 21,400 9 538 —15, 55,900 
Aircraft ..... 2314 197% —2!53 43,300 2034 1034 —47, 124,600 
: New York Curb Exchange 
cent Week Ending October 16 Week Ending October 23 
Net Net 
High Low Change Sales High Low Change Sales 
Aer  - Not listed 16 16 —21, 100 
Air. Aerc Supply B ...... 334 215 —1%4 3,300 27% 11, 11,500 
Alt Ame can Airlines 1515 124% —2% 2,300 127% 742 —234 6,300 
gers B® Be Aircraft ....... 173 13 — % 800 1% — —% 2.300 
» to ME Bell \ircraft ......... 1144 1l'g —15g 2,100 11 8 —11, 2,400 
utes Bell ca Aircraft 41, 312 — 4 1,000 334 2 —_ 4 6,700 
: Bre De. usnoecues 744 5144 —2 1,500 57% 3 + 5% 3,100 
is © Brey er 4 315 — %4 2,300 35% 2 — %4 5,400 
peed Mair iild Aviation ... 3 235 — % 2,300 314 154 + 3% 6,200 
an Irvi Chute Co. 81g 7 —1 1,200 9 515 + 3 5,500 
Lock ieed Air ........ 914 8 — 4 8,400 834 4 —l11, 25,300 
Pan American Air 215, 20 —2%, 3,900 197, 15 —2%% 6,300 
Seve sky Aircraft 214 1% — 38 4,900 214 14 15,109 
Wacc Aircraft ........ 315 214, —1%4 1,300 25% 154 + % 4,309 
Western Air Express .. 5 4 —112 700 4) 2! 3,900 
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Charts and Comments by Philip P. Friedlander 
On October 19th, the volume in the teen seems to be the line where a new 
Stock Market leaped to 7,290,000 formation for the rally will develop 
shares, and the new express ticker Supply overhangs the aviation stocks 
failed to keep pace with ue frantic around 20-21. An invasion into this 
trading on the floor on the New York supply is to be expected shortly. Once 
Stock Exchange and ran twenty min- penetrated, the next line of trouble will 


utes late. Out of this wild and furious 
trading, one senses an important devel- 
opment. Coming as it did, after an 
unbelievable, and an almost perpendi- 
cular decline, it heralds the beginning 
of a new and brighter trend. Stocks, 
unquestionably, have passed from weak 
into strong hands. Such support as 
was exhibited on this panicky day can 
mean only one thing: we have seen the 
worst of the bear market! Technically, 
the Dow Jones Averages should rally 
back from twenty-five to forty points 
from the low of the move 

The aviation averages followed 
general market down. The retreat car- 
ried the compiled group to a low of 
12.66. But at this point, in concomi- 
tant with the rest of the market, they 
bounded back to 18. It was our opinion 
that at seventeen, the averages would 
be accorded definite support Even 
though, for a short period of time, the 
went lower, seventeen to six- 


the 


averages 


be 


In studying the weekly 
aviation stocks, 


around 23 


averages of the 
one is impressed by the 


fact that several times in succession this 


group had a “stem movement’ down 
This stem movement can best be de- 
scribed as a straight and long move 
up or down in which the normal con- 
solidating maneuver is absent It 


signihes the end of the particular trend 
It bespeaks even more 


now in 
audibly 
The 
a stem 
October 
our 


part of 


force 
than big 
weekly 
movement 


23d 


impression 


aviation 


volume 
stocks 
the 
further 
the 


for 
This 
that 


ceding a more bullish up-turn 


Aviation stocks, we 


repeat, 


and turn-over 
had 
week ending 
confirms 
last break 


a Shake-out development pre- 


such 


was 


should be 


purchased on any weak spots, while the 


basing movement is taking place 


prohts, 
vestors 
good 


aviation equities 


Big 
in Our opinion, lie ahead for in 
who discriminately purchase 





Pilots Stage Sham Sea 
Battle in L.I. Sound 


New York, Oct. 24—Nineteen pri- 
vately owned and piloted airplanes yes- 
terday engaged 10 cruising motorboats 
in “battle on Long Island Sound 

The planes were to prevent the boats 
from making a hypothetical torpedo at- 
tack on New York City by dropping 
one-pound flour “bombs In turn, the 
boats were to bring down the planes, 
using high speed cameras for guns. As 
soon as a boat hit with a bag 
of flour the captain pulled down the en- 
sign and was declared sunk. How many 
planes were brought cown will not be 


was 


known until the films are developed 
If the films show that a plane had 
been brought down, that pilot's sub- 


sequent sinking of a boat will be ruled 
out 

Five of the 
five escaped 
record gave 
they claimed 


boats were “sunk” and 
unscathed. The official 
the pilots nine hits but 
14. However, among the 


four uncounted hits were two which 
landed on the press boat, a non-com- 
batant 

The battle was arranged by 
George W. Rappleyea, of Baltimore, a 
member of the board of governors of 
the United States Power Squadrons, an 


organization 


nautical 


Rappleyea 
Bureau 


the 
Staging 


the 


formed to disseminate 

information among yachtsmen. 

secured the permission of 

of Air Commerce before 

battle Pilots were re 

quired to drop bombs while in level 


rule 


are 
Jack Ruther- 
Ww yckoff, 
Ollie Davis, 
Menles 


was 


Fairchild; 
George 
Me lrose, 


not 


flight and were not allowed to descend 
below 200 feet This later 
violated, however 
Among the pilots who participated 
were R. R. Blythe, flying a 
Fred Donelly, Taylor Cub: 
Kent, Stinson, and Robert 
Fleet. Others, whose planes 
known, were Pat Sullivan, 
ford, Dick Armstrong, Joe 
Ernest Nathan, Ray Brown, 
Hal Johnson and Alfred Des 
W. D. Guthrie, president of Roosevelt 


Field, 


officiated at 


the 


take-offs. 
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Handbook of 


CIVIL AIR COMMERCE 
REGULATIONS 


Effective November 1, 1937 


AMERICAN AVIATION has anticipated the demand for a 
clarified and condensed presentation of the revised REGU- 
LATIONS made effective November 1 by the Bureau of Air 
Commerce. In cooperation with the Bureau we have prepared 
132 questions and answers, explaining every angle of the new 
rules. 

3 


In addition, we have prepared and included in this HAND- 
BOOK diagrams showing procedure at airway intersection 
and also a map presenting graphically locations of civil air- 
ways, a revised list of BAC air navigation radio aids. call 
letters, frequencies, and a wealth of other essential informa- 
tion for the pilot. 


The HANDBOOK is now ready for distribution. Every 
licensed pilot, student of aeronautics, aviation school, airline 
office and airport employee should have one for reference 
and use, 


Rates—single 


Limited edition. Order your copy at once. 


copies—$1l. Bulk— 
ree crac ae as ee ies vee $.90 
aa als Sate acis wap oie4 85 
i ar cas sak hac hwo Gd a ee 80 
TN oa on tne ain ea mane ee 75 


Postage Prepaid 


PRESENTS 


AMERICAN 
AVIATION 





WALL MAP 


29" by 38” 


In Four Colors 


Designed for use in airline offices and schools and for those 


whose business it is to be thoroughly familiar with— 

1. Location of the Green, Amber and Red civil airways. 

2. Instrument flight altitudes of Green, Amber and Red civil 
airways. 


3. Air Traffic diagrams illustrating the proper procedure 
when crossing or turning on Green, Amber or Red civil 


airways. 


4. A new and revised list of BAC air navigation aids, with 
ia 
call letters, frequencies, identification signals and times 


of weather broadeasts of each. 


ur 


Radio range courses projected over or adjacent to a con- 
trolled airport. 







Orders will be filled as rapidly as possible. Rates—single 
copies—S$1. Bulk— 
2 SE ccna pheeimienes ean $.90 each 
OS a rer eres or 85 each 
_ eer ere .80 each 
NE os savage annnn wxnae -75 each 


Postage Prepaid 


Send Money Order or Check with 
Your Order to 


| 
i 
i 
t 
AMERICAN AVIATION | 
647 Earle Building 
Washington, D. C. 

! 


American Aviation, 
Earle Building, Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: 


Please fill the following order. I am enclosing my check (money order 









in payment. 


serenaded copies of the HANDBOOK OF CIVIL AID COMMERCE REGI 
LATIONS 


katiewee copies of the 4-color WALL MAP. 





Size 29” x 36” 























—_— - 
Wi 
me 
ve Pp 
hin 
castin 
La 
Johns 
( omi 
Vidal 
Coy 
Al 
It 
depar 
vided 
of ch 
th 
ing 
ity, b 
Re 
Na 
Fag 
skelet 
SO y 
not f 
prom 
per )I 
SOT ) 
POlicy 
nat 
iS tru 
JU ) 
0 US. 
It | 
nis Si 
rector 
Conan 
AVE. CH 


